
JDN Realty Group’s 
Fireworks Spectacle Brings 

Families Together Across 
Angeles and Dagupan

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO – Gov. Lilia “Nanay” 
Pineda has unveiled a focused and action-driven 

2026 Agenda on Healthcare and Youth Development, 
emphasizing inclusive care, faster government 
response, and stronger support systems for vulnerable 
sectors across the province.

Healthcare, youth dev’t top
Gov Nanay’s 2026 Agenda
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During a press interview 
at the Capitol on Monday, the 
governor outlined her agendas 
that include the passage of 
ordinances to institutionalize 
dedicated care centers for 

individuals with autism and to 
establish youth care centers 
for those struggling with 
psychological and mental 
health concerns. These 
initiatives are anchored on 

the Alagang Nanay mandate, 
ensuring that compassionate 
and accessible care remains 
a priority of the provincial 
government.

Page 11 please

Page 11 pleaseGOV. PINEDA

MALOLOS CITY – The P229-billion opera-
tions and maintenance (O&M) contract for the 
North-South Commuter Railway (NSCR) has 
generated strong interest among renowned 
international railway companies, the Depart-
ment of Transportation said.  

Among these are Tokyo Metro, JR East, 

BA LER, AUROR A - - The 
Aurora Pac i f ic  Economic 
Zone and Freeport Author-
ity (APECO) is strengthening 
its role as a destination for 

defense and security-related 
investments aimed at gen-
erating jobs and expanding 
economic opportunities in the 
province.

APECO president and CEO 
Gil Taway IV met with exec-
utives of Anglicotech LLC, a 
Virginia-based defense supply 
chain firm, to explore potential 

investments in strategic logis-
tics, skills development, and 
high-value employment within 
the ecozone.

“Our engagement wi th 

A n g l i c o t e c h  r e f l e c t s  a 
shared understanding that 
defense-related investments 
require stability, clar ity of 

P229-B O&M 
contract for NSCR 
draws int’l bidders 

Aurora tapped for defense, security sector investments

Actual NSCR train parked at 
its depot at the boundary of 
the cities of Meycauayan and 
Valenzuela. Photo: PIA-3

Bataan eyes more investments 
in semiconductor, electronics 
BALANGA CITY -- The provincial 
government of Bataan strengthened 
its drive to attract investments in 
the semiconductor and electronics 
industries by convening the 1Bataan 
Semiconductor and Electronics 

Summit, reinforcing the province’s 
commitment to high-value manu-
facturing and inclusive economic 
growth.

The summit gathered national 
Page 11 please

Page 11 please

Gov. Jose Enrique Garcia III and Rep. Maria Angela Garcia with convenors 
of 1Bataan Semiconductor and Electronics Summit. Contributed photo

Aurora Pacific Economic Zone and 
Freeport. Contributed photo

Feature Story
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CLARK FREEPORT— A 
total of 472 out of 477 
employees dislocated by 
the shutdown of Char-
ter Link Clark, Inc. have 
received their separation 
packages ahead of the 
jobs fair organized by the 
Clark Development Corp. 
and the Department of 
Labor and Employment 
on Jan. 9. 

In a letter addressed 
to CDC president and 
CEO Atty. Agnes VST 
Devanadera, Char ter 
Link human resources 
manager Maribel Yambao 
reported that the pack-
ages covered separation 
pay, pro-rated 13th month 
pay,  cash - conver ted 
leave credits, and one 
month’s  sa la r y.  The 
latest update added 73 
more employees to the 
399 beneficiaries ear-
l ier repor ted on Dec. 
29, bringing the total to 
98.95% of the workforce. 

Y a m b a o  a l s o 

expressed appreciation 
for CDC’s support during 
the process. 

“On behalf of Char-
ter Link Management, 
we would l ike to take 
this opportunity to thank 
you for your unwavering 
support and assistance, 
especially in this chal-
lenging period we are in 
now,” she wrote. 

She added that the 
company “remains com-
mitted to ensuring that 
the process is carried 
out fairly, transparently, 
and with respect for all 
concerned.” 

To help affected work-
ers find new employment, 
CDC and DOLE invited 
locators within the free-
port to participate in a 
jobs fair offering avail-
able positions. The event 
will be held at the Clark 
Events and Conference 
Hall, beside the Clark 
Museum parking lot. 

CDC-PR

LUNGSOD AGHAM NG 
MUÑOZ - - Inaasahang 
makatutulong sa pagpa-
paunlad ng ani ng bansa 
ang mga bagong uri ng 
palay na sinusubok ng 
Philippine Rice Research 
Institute sa pamamagitan ng 
variety field trials (VFT), na 

nakatakdang ipamahagi sa 
mga magsasaka pagsapit ng 
wet season ng taong 2027.

Ayon sa PhilRice, sa 
kabila ng mga hamon dulot 
ng mga nagdaang bagyo at 
pananalasa ng mga daga, 
naitatag na ang 173 sa 
180 target na VFT sites sa 

buong bansa noong 2025 
wet season, at sa mga site 
na ito, 69 na ang nakaani 
bilang bahagi ng pagsusuri 
ng mga bagong uri. 

Sa ilalim ng Rice Com-
petitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF) Seed Program, 
sinusubok sa 78 lalawigan 

ang 15 inbred rice varieties 
upang matiyak na ang mga 
binhi ay angkop sa lokal 
na uri ng lupa, kondisyon 
ng klima, at kagustuhan ng 
mga magsasaka.

Paliwanag ni VFT focal 
person Just ine Ragos, 

CABANATUAN CITY -- The 
Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST) opened its third 
Innovation Hub (iHub) in Central 
Luzon located at the Nueva Ecija 
Provincial Office in the Science 
City of Muñoz.

The iHubs are being installed 
nationwide to foster local innova-
tion by providing a collaborative, 
tech-driven space for the net-
working of students, researchers, 
startups, and micro, small and 
medium enterprises to develop 

By Ernie Esconde

MARIVELES, Bataan – The Authority of 
the Freeport Area of Bataan (AFAB) is 
developing a commercial and recreational 
strip along the waterfront of the Freeport 
Area of Bataan here to be known as FAB 
boardwalk.

AFAB information officers Faye Arceo 
and Hazel Keith Elloren said the project will 
rise at the stretch of the shoreline of what 
was known as Mattel Beach which will be 
reshaped as a new destination at the FAB.

To compliment other AFAB’s devel-
opment projects, it will be situated near 
the future Central Business District.  The 
boardwalk will offer a place for leisure and 
social activities while CBD will focus on 
the daily flow of business.

Arceo and Elloren said AFAB admin-
istrator and CEO Hussein Pangandaman 
wants such projects continued to make 
use of existing areas to reconnect FAB to 
its coast and give Mariveles a renewed 
waterfront.

The project will cover about 12,000 
square meters. A coastal promenade with 
shops and restaurants, open areas for 
small gatherings and improved walkways 
will rise to connect the waterfront to roads 
and facilities.

“The project is designed to provide 
a safer and better managed space that 
remain open to the community. The plan 
keeps the area’s character while introduc-
ing better amenities and a layout that can 
handle regular use and maintenance,” the 
information officers said. Page 11 please

Page 11 please

98.95% of workforce of closed Clark locator get separation pay, jobs fair set 

Bagong uri ng palay inaasahang makatutulong sa ani ng bansa sa 2027 

Boardwalk to rise at 
Bataan freeport

10,500 HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVE NEW YEAR’S GIFTS
STA. RITA, Pampanga – Mayor Reynan S. Calo personally leads distribution of food packs to his 
constituents across all 10 barangays of the town on Dec. 29, in time for the celebration of New 
Year’s Eve. A total of 10,500 households benefited from the LGU’s social service initiative reflective 
of its continuing commitment to reach communities directly and ensure timely assistance for 
Ritenians in all seasons. Punto News Team/Bayung Santa Rita FB page 

DOST-3 director Julius Caesar Sicat 
leads the opening of iHub with 
DOST-Nueva Ecija director Leidi 
Mel Sicat and staff. Photo: DOST-NE 
 

DOST opens 3rd Innovation Hub in CL
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MANILA -- NGCP welcomes Terra Solar Power 
Project as a significant addition to the country’s 
growing renewable energy capacity, supporting 
national efforts toward a cleaner energy mix. Terra 
Solar has a total capacity of 2,500 Megawatts 
(MW), supported by a 1,125MW battery energy 
storage system (BESS) capable of sustaining 
output for around four (4) hours. 

NGCP, however, cautioned that heavy reliance 
on intermittent power sources such as solar gen-
eration, may pose operational challenges to grid 
stability, potentially causing fluctuations in system 
frequency and voltage that if not properly managed, 
could lead to under-frequency load shedding or 
rotating power interruptions in some areas. 

“Renewable energy initiatives such as the Terra 
Solar Power Project are welcome. Any new power 
source introduced into the system will help keep 
supply stable. However, not all renewable energy 
technologies are equal. Some technologies (such 
as wind or solar) are, by nature, variable or supply 
intermittently, and therefore need to be handled 
more carefully,” the NGCP said. 

“There are operational considerations that 
must be carefully managed on both the side of 
the transmission, and more importantly, on the 
side of the generating plant. Doing so will help 
grid stability and mitigate any fluctuations inherent 
in variable renewable energy sources (VREs). In 
addition, all required facilities on the plant side, 
as determined in the system impact study, must 
be fully complied with,” it added. 

This concern was underscored by a recent 
voltage fluctuation incident in parts of North 
Luzon, which occurred due to the unstable output 
of renewable energy sources in the area. The 
incident highlighted how sudden variability in RE 
generation can affect voltage levels and system 
stability, prompting NGCP to take mitigating actions 
to prevent further disturbances. 

“Operational experience at the San Marcelino 
Solar Farm in Zambales indicates that short 

NGCP welcomes Terra 
Solar Project, cautions on 

potential grid impact 

MANILA – Philippine Air-
lines has been named 
Asia-Pacific’s most on-time 
airline for 2025, achiev-
ing an on-time arrival 
performance of 83.12%, 
the highest in the region. 
The ranking is based on 
independently verified data 
from global aviation ana-
lytics firm Cirium. 

PAL’s performance dis-
tinguished the flag carrier 
for its consistency in one 
of the world’s most opera-
tionally demanding aviation 
environments, where air-
lines routinely contend 
with weather disruptions, 
air traffic congestion, and 
constrained airport infra-
structure. 

Now in its 17th year, 
Cirium’s On-Time Perfor-
mance program is widely 
regarded as the indus-
try benchmark for airline 

reliability, tracking millions 
of flights worldwide using 
transparent and objective 
methodologies. 

Phi l ippine Air l ines 
emphasized that punc-
tuality remains a core 
commitment to its pas-
sengers, made possible 
through close coordination 
across flight operations, 
engineering, airport ser-
vices, ground handling, 
and all customer-facing 
and corporate support 
teams. 

“This achievement 
reflects the discipline, 
professionalism, and 
teamwork of our entire 
organization, particularly 
our frontline teams who 
operate our flights safely 
and reliably every day,” said 
Lucio C. Tan III, president 
and COO of PAL Holdings, 
Inc. “It also reflects what 

can be achieved through 
strong collaboration with 
our private sector part-
ners, including MacroAsia 
Corporation, Lufthansa 
Technik Philippines, New 
NAIA Infrastructure Corp., 
Aboitiz InfraCapital Inc., 
and LIPAD Corp, as well 
as the continued support of 
our government partners.” 

The recognition comes 
as Asia-Pacific carriers 
continue to navigate capac-
ity pressures and complex 
operational challenges. 
Philippine Airlines remains 
focused on sustaining 
exceptional operational 
performance and further 
strengthening reliability, 
as part of its vision to 
become a globally-rec-
ognized airline delivering 
world-class service with 
care that comes from the 
heart. Press release

BANGKOK, THAILAND 
— Aboit iz Economic 
Estates continues to set 
the benchmark for industrial 
development in Southeast 
Asia, earning the title of 
Best Industrial Developer 
at the 2025 Dot Property 
Southeast Asia Awards. 
This distinction is further 
reinforced by TARI Estate’s 
recognition as Southeast 
Asia’s Best Industrial Devel-
opment, highlighting the 

company’s role as a pio-
neer in building large-scale, 
industry-anchored estates 
that catalyse investment, 
job creation, and inclusive 
regional growth.

Together, these rec-
ognitions mark a defining 
milestone in Aboitiz Eco-
nomic Estates’ expanding 
regional footprint and reflect 
the growing influence of 
Philippine-led develop-
ments in leading Southeast 

Asia’s industrial future. 
Beyond accolades, the 
awards affirm the compa-
ny’s long-term commitment 
to future-ready estate devel-
opment—creating platforms 
where industries scale with 
confidence, regions unlock 
new economic engines, and 
local communities grow 
alongside global invest-
ment.

“This recognition affirms 
our leadership in devel-

oping industrial estates 
that support long-term 
regional development,” 
said Rafael Fernandez 
de Mesa, president and 
CEO of Aboitiz Economic 
Estates and Aboitiz Land. 
“Our goal is to build envi-
ronments where industries 
can scale sustainably and 
where investment translates 
into meaningful economic 
opportunities.”

PAL named Asia-Pacific’s 
Most Punctual Airline for 2025 

Aboitiz Economic Estates cited as 
SEA’s Best Industrial Developer

2025 DOT PROPERTY AWARDS

Page 11 please

Page 9 please

2025 Dot Property Southeast Asia Awards

TARI Estate, Southeast Asia’s Best Industrial Development. 
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Brazen as it is and defiant of all international 
laws, there is nothing new to the Venezuelan 
experience of American aggression and infringement 
of its national sovereignty. No, it did not start nor 
shall it stop with President Donald Trump. As a 
matter of course, these are de facto instruments 
of US national policy that is imperialism.  

The United States was not even 25 years 
removed from its declaration of independence when 
it triumphantly entered its first major international 
conflict – the Barbary Wars (May 1801 to June 
1805 under President Thomas Jefferson; and June 
17-19, 1815 with President James Madison) – fought 
in the Arab World, notably in present-day Algeria, 
Libya, and Tunisia, over piracy and the demand of 
exorbitant tributes by the Barbary states. 

In its own backyard – or backwaters, as some 
put it – a mere eight years from the end of that 
three-day second war, US President James Monroe 
declared his eponymous doctrine enunciating US 
primacy in the Western Hemisphere, depriving 
European powers of any foothold in the Americas. 

The Monroe Doctrine further hardened in 
President Theodore Roosevelt’s own self-named 
Corollary of 1904 asserting the US right to intervene 
in Latin American affairs to prevent any European 
inroads “to ensure stability, financial responsibility, 
and order” in the Western Hemisphere, thereby 
justifying American interventionism in the region, 
even sans any trans-Atlantic threat. 

Eighty-one years apart and over two centuries 
since, both articles of American hegemony have 
since provided the “justness” of “righteous” intrusions 
in central and south American national affairs.

Cold War
In 1961, with the imprimatur of President John 

F. Kennedy, the Bay of Pigs Invasion was launched 
and as instantly failed in its objective of ousting 
communist Fidel Castro from Cuba. 

In 1965, 20,000 US troops were sent by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson to the Dominican 
Republic to prevent the return of former President 
Juan Bosch who was overthrown in a US-backed 
coup in 1963, and avert the establishment of another 
communist regime in the Americas. 

While direct involvement of the US government 
under President Richard M. Nixon was not expressly 
established in the bloody 1973 coup that did not 
only oust from office but terminated with extreme 
prejudice democratically elected devoted Marxist 
President Salvador Allende, it was stated fact that 
the CIA was at the spearhead of destabilization and 
covert operations that fostered the “coup climate” 
leading to the regime change that ushered in the 
dictatorship of Gen. Augusto Pinochet.  

Under President Ronald Reagan, CIA 
destabilization in Nicaragua in the 1980s aimed 
at overthrowing the Sandinista regime through 
covert operations, psychological warfare, and direct 
funding, training, and arming right-wing Contra 
rebels culminated in the Iran-Contra Affair – the 
illegal sale of arms to Iran in exchange for cash to 
be sent to anti-Sandinista forces.  

In 1983, President Reagan ordered the invasion 
of Grenada in the wake of the overthrow and 
execution of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, 
citing the protection of US medical students in 
the Caribbean island nation and preventing it from 
becoming a communist “Soviet-Cuban colony.” 

In the span of over twenty years from Kennedy 
to Reagan, the US raised the communist bogey as 
sole casus belli in its political-military intervention 
in the Americas.  

Close to the end of the Cold War, with the fall 
of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9, 1989,  

a new cause of war evolved with President 
George H.W. Bush (the elder of the two Bushes) 
ordering the invasion of Panama in mid-December 
1989, to depose de facto dictator Gen. Manuel 
Noriega who was criminally charged in the US for 
racketeering, drug trafficking, and money laundering. 
Surrendering in January 1990, Noriega was flown 
in shackles to the USA and subsequently tried, 
convicted, and imprisoned.  

Déjà vu. Maduro’s case hews uncannily all too 
closely with Noriega’s. 

Manifest destiny
Even at its onset, US imperialist adventurism 

has pushed and shoved beyond its geopolitical 
locus that is the Western Hemisphere. 

Remember the Maine? The US Navy ship that 
mysteriously exploded and sank in Havana Harbor 
along with over 200 crewmen in February 1898, 
providing fodder to sensational journalism that 
precipitated the Spanish-American War ending 
with the US’ annexation of Puerto Rico, Hawaii, 
Guam, American Samoa, and the Philippine Islands.    

Of the US “benevolent assimilation” of the 
Philippines, President William McKinley bore 
witness, as it were: “… I went down on my knees 
and prayed Almighty God for light and guidance 
more than one night. And one night late it came to 
me this way—I don’t know how it was, but it came: 
(1) That we could not give them back to Spain—that 
would be cowardly and dishonorable; (2) that we 
could not turn them over to France and Germany—
our commercial rivals in the Orient—that would be 
bad business and discreditable; (3) that we could 
not leave them to themselves—they were unfit 
for self-government—and they would soon have 
anarchy and misrule over there worse than Spain’s 
was; and (4) that there was nothing left for us to do 
but to take them all, and to educate the Filipinos, 
and uplift and civilize and Christianize them, and 
by God’s grace do the very best we could by them, 
as our fellow-men for whom Christ also died…”

Thus, Manifest Destiny defined, in the fulness 
of its three basic tenets – per historian William 
Earl Weeks – “1) The assumption of the unique 
moral virtue of the United States; 2) The assertion 
of its mission to redeem the world by the spread 
of republican government and more generally 
the ‘American way of life’; and 3) The faith in the 
nation’s divinely ordained destiny to succeed in 
this mission.”

Whatever the declared rationale in the US 
military engagements across nations, most notably 
in WWI under President Woodrow Wilson and 
WWII under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
the underlying cause remains attributable to its 
Manifest Destiny. 

Thus, President Harry Truman engaging the 
US in the Korean War in the early ‘50s to defend 
the “Free World” against communism.

Hence, America in Vietnam in the ‘60s to 
the ‘70s from President Dwight Eisenhower to 
Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon – lest its fall to 
godless communism leads to a domino effect in 
all of Southeast Asia.   

On the initiative of President GHW Bush, Kuwait 
was invaded by a US-led coalition in the early 1990s 
to liberate it from the despot Saddam Hussein. 

Under President Bill Clinton, the US engaged 
in the Bosnian War of 1992-1995 initially with 
extensive aviation sorties and finally brokering the 
peace negotiations in Dayton, Ohio that ended it.  

The 2001 US invasion of Afghanistan under 
President George W. Bush (the younger) started 
as punitive action in the wake of 9/11 against 
al-Qaeda and to overthrow the Taliban, turned into 
a 20-year war of counter-terrorism while propping 
up an interim power-sharing government – through 
the presidencies of Barack Obama and Donald 
Trump, and ended under President Joe Biden in 
a hasty withdrawal – ala Vietnam – in 2021 with 
the Taliban retaking power. 

Instigated by horrific images of weapons of 
mass destructions and al-Qaeda fears, Bush the 
Younger initiated the Iraq War in 2003 under another 
US-led coalition that finally overthrew and executed 
Saddam and installed an Iraqi government along 
republican lines but was immediately beset by an 
insurgency even after the withdrawal of US forces 
in 2011 under Obama. 

It was under Obama too that US forces 
re-engaged in the conflict with the ISIS in Iraq 
in 2014. 

Page 11 please

THERE IS a parallel between U.S. involvement 
in the Philippines in 1986 and in Venezuela 
today: in both cases, American action hastened 
the fall of long-entrenched dictators. Marcos 
and his family were flown to Hawaii aboard 
a U.S. military aircraft; Maduro and his wife 
were abducted and flown to New York. Yet it is 
precisely the decisive difference between these 
two moments that must not be overlooked.

In 1986, a snap election had already been 
held and the result exposed as fraudulent. 
What followed was EDSA People Power—a 
nonviolent, citizen-led uprising that rejected 
both dictatorship and foreign control. Corazon 
Aquino assumed of f ice through a civilian, 
constitutionally sanctioned transition, leading 
to a new Constitution that restored democratic 
institutions.

As in the Philippines in 1986, a decisive 
election has already taken place. In July 2024, 
Venezuelans voted in a presidential election widely 
believed to have been won by the opposition 
candidate allied with María Corina Machado, but 
whose results were rejected by Maduro. What 
is still lacking is the Venezuelan equivalent of 
EDSA People Power—a sovereign, nonviolent 
civic movement that clears the way for a legitimate 
democratic transition, one that resists not only 
authoritarian continuity but also a U.S.-run 
transition. Venezuela is missing that middle step.

International law is clear: “All Members shall 
refrain from the threat or use of force against the 
political independence of any state” (UN Charter, 
Art. 2). Whatever one’s judgment about the fall 
of Maduro, the United States—and President 
Trump in particular—remain answerable under 
international law for the violation of a member 
nation’s sovereignty. Catholic moral reasoning 
converges on the same point through the 
principle of subsidiarity: democracy cannot be 
imposed from abroad.

The way forward must be Venezuelan-led, 
nonviolent, and sovereign—opening the path to 
a credible democratic election, with international 
supervision, not patronage. Only then can 
leaders like María Corina Machado, with broad 
popular support, restore democracy by mandate 
of her people, not by the favor of any empire.

History is unforgiving on this point:
Dictators may fall with foreign help.
Democracy survives only when people claim 

it themselves.
Pablo Virgilio Cardinal David
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CentralCentral

Imperial America 

1986 offers a
lesson Venezuela

must not skip 

2026 WAS but two days old when US special forces intruded into Venezuela, seized President Nicolas 
Maduro from his home, and flew him, along with his wife Cilia Flores, to the USA to reportedly face 
federal narco-terrorism charges in New York.

acaesar.blogspot.com

Zona LibreZona Libre  Bong Z. Lacson

OOpinion
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2026: Ang Hangganan2026: Ang Hangganan
ng Pagtitimping Pagtitimpi

KOMENTARYO

When I was younger and too penniless to 
travel to Manila during the festival, my friends 
and I would wait nearly a month before the films 
finally reached our local cinema. Later, in college, 
when we could scrape together enough money, we 
would troop to Manila with backpacks stuffed with 
snacks, as if we were going on an excursion. This 
was the era when you could enter and leave movie 
houses freely, without rigid screening schedules. 
On the ride home, we argued over which films 
deserved awards, re-enacted favorite scenes, 
quoted iconic lines, and confidently crowned our 
own festival winners.

The MMFF was far from perfect, but it was ours.
Today, watching it struggle feels like witnessing 

the slow fading of a tradition that once defined 
Filipino family life.

Award-winning director Jun Robles Lana put it 
bluntly when he lamented that rising ticket prices 
have priced ordinary Filipinos out of movie theaters. 
Before factoring in transportation or food, a family 
of four now needs around ₱1,500 just to watch a 
single film. As Lana wrote on Facebook, by pricing 
out the ordinary Filipino, the industry hasn’t just 
lost customers; it has lost its soul. Cinema, once 
a shared national experience, has quietly become 
a middle-class privilege.

Box-office figures tell the same story. Despite 
solid performances by a few titles like Call Me 
Mother and Shake, Rattle & Roll, total earnings 
barely crossed ₱350 million in six days, well below 
expectations. Several films may not even recover 
their production costs. This is not merely a business 
concern; it is a cultural warning.

For decades, Philippine cinema has struggled 
to balance commerce and craft. On one end are 
films engineered purely to sell tickets: safe formulas, 

loud jokes, familiar faces. On the other are earnest, 
well-made films that challenge and educate but 
struggle to survive financially. The MMFF was 
meant to bridge these two worlds: entertainment 
with substance, art with an audience. Somewhere 
along the way, that balance collapsed.

Reviving the festival requires shared 
responsibility. Government agencies like the 
MMDA must rethink policies that treat the MMFF 
primarily as a revenue generator. For years, industry 
leaders have called for subsidized ticket prices, 
tax incentives for cinemas during the festival, and 
stronger support for regional and independent films.

Producers must take creative risks again and 
trust audiences to embrace stories beyond tired 
formulas. Actors and stars especially those with 
huge box-office draws can use their influence 
to support projects that value storytelling over 
spectacle.

And moviegoers, too, have a role. Supporting 
Filipino films, especially those that challenge 
and inspire, is an act of cultural preservation. 
Cinema survives when audiences show up not 
only for escapism, but for stories that reflect 
who we are.

I have seen the MMFF at its best and its worst 
- from Ganito Kami Noon Paano Kayo Ngayon?, 
Minsa’y Isang Gamu-Gamo, Burlesk Queen, Atsay, 
Ina ka ng Anak Mo, Brutal, Kisapmata, Himala, 
Moral, Karnal, Haplos, Bulaklak sa City Jail, Jose 
Rizal, Muro-Ami, Tanging Yaman just to name a 
few to slapstick comedies and predictable dramas 
best forgotten. Yet even at its weakest, the festival 
mattered. It brought families and friends together.

If we allow the MMFF to die quietly, we lose 
more than an annual film festival. We lose a shared 
memory, a national mirror, and a piece of ourselves.

Sa nagdaang taon, nasaksihan ng sambayanan 
ang sunod-sunod na pagdinig sa Kongreso at 
Senado. Bilyun-bilyong piso ng pondo ng bayan 
ang nabunyag na nawaldas. Mga pangalan mula sa 
lehislatibo at ehekutibo ang nadawit. Sa harap ng 
kamera, may matitigas na pahayag at matatapang 
na pangako—may nagsabing may mananagot 
“bago mag-Pasko.”

Ngunit lumipas ang Pasko. At ang hustisya, 
muli, ay nanatiling salita lamang.

Hindi na ito simpleng kabiguan ng sistema. 
Isa na itong malinaw na babala: sa kasalukuyang 
kaayusan, mas mabilis pa ring makulong ang 
mahirap kaysa managot ang makapangyarihan. 

Habang nagbabanggaan ang mga press 
release at legal na palusot, ang tunay na talo ay ang 
karaniwang Pilipino—manggagawa, magsasaka, 
mangingisda, negosyante, propesyonal, at 
kabataan—na patuloy na nagbabayad ng buwis 
ngunit bihirang makinabang.

Mas masahol, muling binubuhay ang pork 
barrel—nagpalit man ng pangalan, pareho pa 
rin ang resulta.

Ang pondong dapat sana’y para sa ospital, 
silid-aralan, kalsada, at pagkain ay nauuwi sa 
patronage, impluwensya, at bulsa ng iilan. Hindi 
lamang ito usapin ng pera; ito ay pagnanakaw ng 
pagkakataon at kinabukasan.

Sa pagpapatuloy nito sa 2026, hindi na 
kailangang manghula:

-Lalawak ang gutom habang lumalalim ang 
agwat ng mayaman at mahirap.

-Guguho ang tiwala sa pamahalaan, mga 
institusyon, at sa mismong demokrasya.

-At ang utang—pinansyal at moral—ay 
ipapasan sa susunod na henerasyon.

Dito dapat maging malinaw ang paninindigan: 
-ang pananahimik ng mamamayan ay hindi 

pagiging neutral—ito ay pahintulot sa mga salot 
na patuloy na mangurakot sa gobyerno. 

-Hindi sapat ang mainis, at lalong hindi sapat 
ang umasa na “may gagawa rin niyan.” 

-Sa bawat pagkakataong hindi tayo naniningil, 
mas tumitibay ang loob ng mga umaabuso sa 
kapangyarihan.

Ang hamon ngayong 2026 ay hindi radikal. 
Ito ay makatarungan at makabayan:

-Igiit ang ganap na transparency sa paggamit 
ng pondo ng bayan.

-Maningil ng pananagutan, gaano man kataas 
ang posisyon o kasikat ang apelyido.

-Tanggihan ang kultura ng paglimot, sapagkat 
dito namumuhay ang katiwalian.

Hindi awtomatikong nagdadala ng pagbabago 
ang bagong taon. Ang pagbabago ay bunga 
ng isang bayang mulat, mapanuri, at handang 

Napag-Napag-
uusapanuusapan
LangLang
Marvel V. Garcia

1.
Mayron na ring nagaganap na SAKUNA sa Quezon Road
kahit noong panahon pa ni ex-mayor MANUEL BONDOC 
dahil pagsapit ng GABI kadilima’y bumabalot
sa nabanggit na lansangang SAN SIMON ang sumasakop
lalo ngayon na DUMAMI sasakyang humaharurot
malimit ang AKSIDENTE na lubhang nakakatakot
2.
Sa panahon ni MAYOR WONG aksidente’y nabawasan
mula ng ipaaayos ang mga LUBAK sa lansangan
dati kahit sa UMAGA nang malubak pa ang daan
MALALAGIM na sakuna ay laging nasasaksihan
dahil marami sa driver ang madalas MAG-ALANGAN
sa MALALALIM na butas  na laging  iniiwasan
3.
Ngayon dahil sa dumaming nagdaraang MOTORISTA 
lalo pagsapit ng gabi ay palaging may SAKUNA 
kadalasan mga SINGLE ang tuwina’y nadidisgrasya
dahil saksakan ng dilim GUHIT ay di na makita 
malimit ang aksidente’y nagaganap sa KURBADA
lalo na kung umuulan at MADULAS ang kalsada
4.
Naupo si mayor JP hindi rin NAPAGTUUNAN
ng pansin ang mahirap na MAANINAG na lansangan
mga naging ACTING MAYOR sa panahon na nagdaan
ang dilim sa Quezon Road ay hindi rin NASOLUSYUNAN 
imposible namang ito’y hindi nila NALALAMAN 
gayong may pagkakataong dito sila DUMADAAN 
5.
Sa madilim na Quezon Road ay marami ng REKLAMO 
ang madalas SABIHIN ng mga nakakausap ko
hindi lang mga SIMONIANS at mga taga MEXICO 
ang nagtitis sa dilim pati dayuhang  BIYAHERO
bakit di raw kumikilos itong mga MUNISIPYO 
gayong maaari namang mapaglaanan ng PONDO 
6.
Ang madilim na Quezon Road kailan PALILIWANAGIN 
na sa tagal ng panahon ay di NABIGYAN ng pansin
mayron namang mabibiling solar LIGHTS na mumurahin
kahit na yun na lang sana muna ang ating GAMITIN 
importante’y LUMIWANAG ang kalsadang tatahakin
nitong mga motorista na SAKLAW ng bayan natin
7.
Sana ngayong ang alkalde ay si JOSEPHINE ANNE CANLAS 
ang madilim na Quezon Road sa kanya ay LUMIWANAG 
dahil sa PAGSISIKHAY ni mayora at pagsisikap
ang CDCP sa ngayon ay kanyang napaliwanag
sana sa susunod naman ang mabigyan niya ng LUNAS
ang Quezon Road na sa DILIM ay wala ng MAANINAG

Quezon Road na ubod 
ng dilim, kailan kaya 

ito paliliwanagin? 

Ad LibAd Lib
Rey Yumang

OOpinion

The slow death of the MMFF?
AS A self-confessed movie buff and a magsasa-film critic long before social media made everyone 
one, I grew up watching Metro Manila Film Festival entries. There was a time when the MMFF was as 
much a part of Christmas as Noche Buena and Simbang Gabi. It was a ritual, a tradition, something 
families looked forward to every December.

SA PAGSALUBONG sa 2026, may isang katotohanang hindi na maaaring pagtakpan: ang katiwalian 
sa pamahalaan ay hindi na usap-usapan—ito ay lantad, paulit-ulit, at tila hindi na natitinag ng hiya 
o pananagutan.

Alex S. Cauguiran

ipaglaban ang tama—may tapang, dangal, at paninindigan.
Sa huli, ang tanong sa pagsisimula ng 2026 ay hindi na kung 

umiiral ang katiwalian—matagal na itong napatunayan—kundi kung 
hanggang kailan ito pahihintulutan ng sambayanan. 

Ang kapangyarihan ng pamahalaan ay nagmumula sa tiwala ng 
mamamayan at nananatili lamang hangga’t ito’y pinangangalagaan. 
Kapag ang sistematikong pagnanakaw ay pinalalampas, ang 
katahimikan ay nagiging anyo ng pagsang-ayon.

Ang paniningil ng pananagutan ay hindi isang radikal na hakbang, 
kundi isang pundamental na bahagi ng demokrasya

ito ang mismong diwa ng isang gumaganang demokrasya. 
At kung may saysay ang 2026, ito’y matatagpuan sa muling 
paggising ng kolektibong konsensya ng bayan—isang nagkakaisang 
paninindigang nagsasabing ang kapangyarihan ay dapat manatili 
kung saan ito tunay na nararapat: sa mamamayan.

Kaalinsabay ang mas pinalawak at mas nagkakaisang pagkilos 
para makaroon ng makabuluhang pagbabago at tunay na bagong 
taon para sambayanang pilipino.

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR
THE LATEST NEWS & FEATURES
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NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of ESTER DELA ROSA RUEDA who died on July 
20, 2022 at 380 Macapagal St., Sto. Cristo, Angeles City, Pampanga and EMINIANO 
DELA ROSA who died on March 11, 2002 at Dr. Amado L. Garcia Medical Center, 
Inc. and ADELAIDA MACAM DELA ROSA who died on May 10, 1988 at Dr. Taruc 
Medical Hospital, Angeles City; executed an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement with 
Sale on his/her estate; and more particularly described a parcel of land Un terrono 
(Lote No. 56, Block No 44 del plano de subdivision, Psd-3066, parte del Lote No. 590 
del la medicion catastral de Angeles, G.L.R.O Cad Record No. 124), situado en al 
barrio de Lourdes Municipio de Angeles, provincia dela Pampanga...xxx... midiendo 
una extension superficial de DOS CIENTOS CUARENTA METROS CUADRADOS 
(240) mas o menos.. xxx; and covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 14542 
Registry of Deeds for the Angeles City; before Notary Public Atty. Eldren Jay T. 
Bautista, as per Doc. No. 1395, Page No. 21, Book No. VI, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of JESUS FAIRBANKS who died on March 12, 
2022 and CONCEPCION BALLESTEROS who died on February 05, 2012; executed 
an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement with Deed of Donation on his/her estate; and more 
particularly described a parcel of land (Lot 18, Block 19 of the subdivision plan Bsd-10196, 
Sheet 4 being a portion of lot 740 of the cad, survey of Mabalacat, LRC Cad. Rec. No. 132), 
situated in the Barrio of Mamatitang, Municipality of Mabalacat, Province of Pampanga.... 
xxx containing an area of TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY (280)  SQUARE METERS, more or 
less.. xxx and covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 132891  -R (20568-M); before 
Notary Public Atty. Norma U. Tobias-Pagaduan, as per Doc. No. 1696, Page No. 93, Book 
No. XXVII, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Department of Transportation

LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING AND REGULATORY BOARD
Regional Office No III

City of San Fernando, Pampanga

Application for Extension of Validity 
of a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate 
a Transport Network Vehicle Service. 

LILIBETH A. LIWANAG 
                        /Applicant                                            Case No.:2023-00472TNVS 
x - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x

NOTICE OF HEARING

Applicant is a grantee of a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate a Transport 
Network Vehicle Service within REGION lll accessible to motor vehicle traffic and 
vice versa with the use of ONE (1) unit/s, which certificate is valid up to November 
10, 2025. In the application filed on October 06, 2025. Applicant requests for the 
extension of validity of said certificate with the use of the same number of unit 
authorized. 

NOTICE is hereby given that this Application will be heard by this Board on January 
13,2026 at 9:00 A.M. at its office at the above address. 

Applicant is hereby ordered to publish this Notice at least FIVE (5) days before the 
above date of hearing once in a newspaper of general circulation in REGION III. 

Parties opposed to the granting of the Application must file their written oppositions 
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above date, copy of the same 
be furnished to the applicant, and may if they so desire appear on the said date and 
time. 

This application will be acted upon by this Board on the basis of the records of 
this case submitted by the parties unless the Board deems it necessaryto receive 
additional documentary evidence for the judicious resolution of the same. 

WITNESS the Honorable P/Gen. RICHARD A. ALBANO (ret.), Regional Director, 
this 6th day of November 2025 in the City of San Fernando, Pampanga. 

	 JUDE L. LAXA 
	 Hearing Officer
/ctg 
Copy furnished: 
-Applicant/s liwanagbeth@gmail.com  
-File 

NOTE: Please bring the original and photocopy of the required documents
            Kindly visit LTFRB website (ltfrb.gov.ph) for your reference.

Punto! Central Luzon: January 4-10, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of RICARDO P. BASCO who died on March 29, 
2003 at Angeles City and TRINIDAD PINEDA who died on April 7, 2021 at Angeles City; 
executed an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement on his/her estate; and more particularly 
described a parcel of land (Lot 14-B of the subdivision plan Psd-03-000695, Being a 
Portion of Lot 14, Block 17, Psd-3066, L.R.C REC. NO.) situated in the Barrio of Lourdes, 
City of Angeles., containing an area of One hundred twenty (120) Saquare meters, more 
or less ; and covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 49432 Registry of Deeds for the 
Angeles City; before Notary Public Atty. Arvin M. Suller, as per Doc. No. 4372, Page No. 
60, Book No. 127, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of MAYLENE MAGTOTO ANUNCIACION who died 
on August 25, 2025 at Angeles City; executed an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement on his/
her estate; and that said deceased died intestate, without Any Will Testament and without 
leaving any debts whatsoever; That said deceased left the following Motor vehicles, to wit: 

	 UNIT	 ENGINE NO.	 CHASIS NO.	 PLATE NO.	 CR NO.
	 2008 HONDA	 KB508E068020	 KB508068002	 QN9630	 7743681-1
	 TMX155T		
	 2004 HONDA	 KB505046052204E	 KB505046052204	 QE3509	 9037892-3
	 TMX155RT	
	 2003 HONDA	 KB504032000560E	 KB504032000560	 QL2616	 14035019-5
	2003 HONDA NI	 KB505033011815E	 KB505033011815	 QL2614	 7255801-0
	2003 HONDA NI	 KB505034013077E	 KB505034-013077	 6455RV	 14495763-2
	 2010 HONDA	 KB509E134848	 KB509134844	 6453RV	 14495764-3
	 TMX1559
	 2008 HONDA 	 KB509E000870	 KB509000857	 4287CY	 11595762-3
	 TMX1559	
	 2007 HONDA 	 KB508E042254	 KB508042253	 9592CN	 185143545
	 TMX155T	
	 2025 HONDA 	 KB505047054654E	 KB505047054654	 QD2335	 8143230-4
	2025 RUSI MACHO
	 TC 175	 RF162FMKCS6071580	 RFCPCLXJOSYO71580	 C821NK	 86714499
	 2010 HONDA	 KB509E122020	 KB509122015	 QV5003	 14495854-2
	 TMX1559	

before Notary Public Carlota Dela Cruz Manalo, as per Doc. No. 4, Page No. 2, Book No. 
117, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: January 4, 11 & 18, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of NESTOR DAVID CRUZ JR., who died on 
May 11, 2025 in Golden Pavilion Healthcare, San Mateo California, USA; executed 
an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement with Speacial Power of Attorney on his/her 
estate; and that the deceased left a Peso Deposit Account with Bank of the Philippine 
Island, under Account No. 9683-0507-57, with a balance of approximately ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR PESOS EIGHT HUNDRED FIFTY PESOS & 84/100 
ONLY (₱124,850.84).; before Notary Public Atty. Tommy De Leon Aquino, as per 
Doc. No. 3790, Page No. 96, Book No. XII, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of LOLITA TULLAO SICAT-MALDO who died 
on October 12, 2020 at St. Raphael Foundation and Medical Center, Dau, Mabalacat 
City, Pampanga; executed an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement with Waiver of 
Rights on his estate; and the heirs herein adjudicate unto themselves the estate of 
the deceased LOLITA TULLAO SICAT-MALDO, a parcel of land with improvements 
located at Lot No. 2C, Block No. CA, Sta, Lucia 3 Resettlement Site, Magalang, 
Pampanga as evidence by the Certification No. SLC-0026 issued by the Housing 
and Urban Development Coordinating Council Pinatubo Project Management Office 
(HUDCC-PPMO); before Notary Public Atty. Koko Pangan Gonzales, as per Doc. No. 
5726, Page No. 29, Book No. XXVI, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of LOLITA DEL MUNDO MUÑOZ., who died 
on August 5, 2025 in San Nicolas I,Magalang Pampanga; executed an Affidavit of 
Extrajudicial Settlement on his/her estate; and at the time of her death, the Decendant 
left bank deposits with the Rural Bank of porac (Pampanga) inc. (PoracBank), 
Magalang Branch – Magalang, Pampanga under the name “MUÑOZ, LOLITA DEL 
MUNDO OR MUÑOZ, AURELIO DEL MUNDO” and covered by Account No. 3835-
002-01-109199-3 with cash deposits amounting to ONE HUNDRED SEVEN 
THOUSAND TWENTY-NINE PESOS AND 46/100 (₱107,029.46); before Notary 
Public Atty. Koko Pangan Gonzales, as per Doc. No. 6030, Page No. 89, Book No. 
XXVI, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of ALEJANDRO FAUSTINO GOTIANGCO who 
died on September 10, 2005 at 0463 Rose St. Pineda Subd. Dau Mabalacat Pampanga; 
executed an Affidavit of Extrajudicial Settlement on his/her estate; and more particularly 
described as follows; 

TCT NO. 175513-R

A parcel of land (Lot 13 Block 2 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd 95901, being a portion of lot 
127-D-3, described in plan (LRC) Osd 95714, LRC Cad.Rec.No. 132). Situated in the Bo. 
of Dau, Mun. of Mabalacat, Prov. of Pamp. bounded on the NE., pts 3 to 4 by road lot 2 of 
the subd. plan; on the SE; pts. 4 to 1 by lot 14 on the SW., pts 1 to 2 of the subd., by lot 13; 
on the NE;. Pts 2 to 3 by lot 10 all blk 2 of the subd. Plan,. beggining containingan area of 
Three Hundred (300) Square Meters, more or less.

TCT NO. 204736-R

A parcel of land (Lot 10-3 of the subd. plan pad-03-032465, being a portion of lot 10, Blk. 2 
(LRC) Psd-95901; LRC Rec. No.) situated in the bo. of Dau, Mun. of Mabalacat Pampanga, 
bounded on the NW., along line 1-2 by lot 10-a of the subd. plan; on the NE., along line 2-3 
by road lot 2, (LRC) Psd-95901; on the SE., along line 3-4 by lot 12. Blk. 21 on the SW., 
along line 4-1 by Lot 11 Blk. 2. (LRC) Psd-95901; Beg.at a pt., marked “1” on plan being 
S.62 deg. 25’E., 478.04 m from BLBM 1 Mabt. Cad,. Thence N.75 deg. 00’E’ S. 20.00 m 
to pt.2; thence s.15 deg.oo.’E 20.00 m to pt. 4; thence N.15 deg.00 ‘W. 3.40 m to the pt of 
beg., containing an area od Sixty Eight (68) square meters. All pts referred tp are indicated 
on plan and are markes don the ground by PS. Ctyl. Conc. Mon.; bearing True; Date of the 
orig. Survey Feb-Sept. 1916 and that subd. survey June 11, 1989 and was approved on 
July 1989. Covered with TCT No. 204736-R”.

before Notary Public Atty. Roseller B. Abad, as per Doc. No. 418, Page No. 17, Book No. 
VI, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF SELF-ADJUDICATION

Notice is hereby given that LORRAINE MICHELLE MARUCUT CLARK, of legal 
age, American citizen, married and a resident of 5190 Ashley Circle, Lisle, lllinois, 
60532, USA; and heirs of SPS. DIONISIO R. MARUCUT, JR. AND AFRELIDA G. 
MARUCUT  who died on January 10, 2021 and February 15, 2018; executed an 
Affidavit of Self-Adjudication on his/her estate; and more particularly described as 
follows;

Transfer Certificate of Title No. 248064-R

A parcel of land (Lot 699-B-1 of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-340696, approved as 
a non-subd. project, being a portion of lot 699-B, Psd-03-003381; LRC Cad Rec. No. 
344), situated in the Bo. of San Juan, Mun. of Apalit, Prov. of Pamp. xxx containing 
an area Eight Hundred One (881) Square meters, more or less, xxx 

Transfer Certificate of Title No. 263886-R

A parcel of land (Lot 699-B-2 of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-340696, approved as 
a non-subd. project, being a portion of lot 699-B, Psd-03-003381; LRC Cad Rec. No. 
344), situated in the Bo. of San Juan, Mun. of Apalit, Prov. of Pamp. xxx containing an 
area Nine Hundred Forty Nine (949) Square meters, more or less, xxx 

Notary Public Olahakeem Abode Muhammad, The State of ILLINOIS, as per No. 
A25rc138962, Series of 2025.

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28,2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the heirs of PATRICK H. SUNGA who died on July 
22, 2024 at Sacred Heart Medical Center, Angeles City; executed an Affidavit of 
Extrajudicial Settlement on his/her estate; and the deceased died intestate, without 
leaving any Last Will and Testament, and without any outstanding debt; The 
Deceased left the following property/ies, to wit: 

a. Saving account #005780016063 maintained with BDO- Angeles- Nepo Mart 
Branch 
b. Saving account #105780075876 maintained with BDO- Angeles- Nepo Mart 
Branch 
c. Saving account #105780415294 maintained with BDO- Angeles- Nepo Mart 
Branch 
d. Time Deposit #357808344265 maintained with BDO- Angeles- Nepo Mart Branch 
e. Treasury placement FXTN-2020 Deal#1190902 maintained with BDO- Angeles- 
Nepo Mart Branch 
f. Treasury placement FXTN-2020 Deal#1191086 maintained with BDO- Angeles- 
Nepo Mart Branch 

We have agreed to waive our right and share in the aforementioned property/ies in 
favor of EMILIA G. SUNGA 

before Notary Public Atty. Eldren Jay T. Bautista, as per Doc. No. 1395, Page No. 21, 
Book No. VI, Series of 2025. 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025 - January 4 & 11, 2026

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL REGION

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BDO UNIBANK, INC., REPRESENTED BY	
LEINE A. DE CASTRO,	
	 Petitioner-Mortgagee,	

		  EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
		  OF OF REAL ESTATE 
		  MORTGAGE NO. 184-25
-versus-

SPOUSES JANICE S. PASCUAL
AND HENRY G. PASCUAL, 
	 Respondents-Mortgagors.
x -------------------------------------------------------- x	

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

WHEREAS, upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Act 
No. 3135 as amended by Act No. 4118, filed by BDO UNIBANK, 
INC., Mortgagee, with postal address at 33rd Floor, BDO 
Corporate Center Ortigas No. 12, ADB Avenue, Wack-Wack, 
Mandaluyong City, against SPOUSES JANICE S. PASCUAL 
AND HENRY G. PASCUAL, Mortgagors, with postal address at 
No.269 Maharlika St., Del Pilar, City of San Fernando, Pampanga 
and/or Lot 17, Barangay San Antonio, Mexico, Pampanga, to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of November 
17, 2025, amounted to FIVE MILLION ONE HUNDRED TEN 
THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY PESOS AND 84/100 
(PHP 5,110,480.84) Philippine Currency, excluding penalties. 
Attorney’s Fees and expenses of the foreclosure, the undersigned 
authorized Sheriff IV, will sell at public auction on March 4, 2026 
at 9:00 in the morning or soon thereafter at the Regional Trial 
Court, City of San Fernando, Pampanga, to the highest bidder 
in CASH or MANAGER’S CHECK and in Philippine Currency, 
the following property with all the improvements thereon, to wit: 

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 042-2016007654

“IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated 
in BO. OF SAN ANTONIO, MUN. OF MEXICO, PROV. OF 
PAMPANGA, IS. OF LUZON, more particularly bounded and 
described as follows: 

A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 17 OF THE SUBD. PLAN (LRC) 
PSD-139638, BEING A PORTION OF BLK. 4, DESCRIBED ON 
PLAN LRC PSD-137206, LRC CAD. REC. NO. 125), SITUATED 
IN BO. OF SAN ANTONIO, MUN. OF MEXICO, PROV. OF 
PAMPANGA, IS. OF LUZON x x x  CONTAINING AN AREA 
OF FOUR HUNDRED SIXTY NINE (469) SQUARE METERS, 
MORE OR LESS. x x x.” 

Prospective bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for 
themselves the title of the above-described property and to the 
encumbrance existing thereon, if any there be. 

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date. 

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date, it shall be held on March 11, 2026 at same time and at 
the same place mentioned above without further notice. 

City of San Fernando, Pampanga, December 26, 2025 

	 REGINALDO D. SERRANO 
	 Sheriff IV 
	 (Regional Trial Court Br.48)

Copy furnished: 

BDO UNIBANK, INC. — 33rd Floor, BDO Corporate Center 
Ortigas No. 12, ADB Avenue, Wack-Wack, Mandaluyong 
City 

Spouses Janice S. Pascual and Henry G. Pascual- No.269 
Maharlika St., Del Pilar, City of San Fernando. Pampanga 
and Lot 17, Barangay San Antonio, Mexico, Pampanga 
Punto Central Luzon 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
THIRD JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
ANGELES CITY

rtc1angocc@judiciary.gov.ph/0931 033 2102

BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 
	 Mortgagee-Petitioner,        

		  Extra-Judicial foreclosure of real 
		  estate mortgage under Act no. 3135 
- versus -		  as amended by Act no. 4118 

		  F.C. Case No. 2025-0194

SPOUSES MERRILL ADDISON IGNACIO 
PARAS AND ABIGAEL SHEENA LUSPO 
PARAS, 
	 Borrowers/Mortgagors.
x - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x
                                            

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

Upon extra-Judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as 
amended filed by the Mortgagee, BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS, with principal office at Tower One, Ayala North 
Exchange, 6796 Ayala Avenue Corner, Salcedo St., Legaspl 
Village, Makati City and with branch office of Bank of the 
Philippine Islands Pampanga Retail Loans Center, BPI San 
Fernando Hi-way Main Branch Building, Olongapo-Gapan 
Road, Dolores, City of San Fernando, Pampanga against the 
Mortgagors, SPOUSES MERRILL ADDISON IGNACIO PARAS 
AND ABIGAEL SHEENA LUSPO PARAS, with residence, 
collateral and postal addresses at (1) BLK 13 LOT 4 PHASE 
2, MALAMBING STREET, TABUN, MABALACAT CITY, 
PAMPANGA; (2) LOT 5, DON BOSCO COMPOUND, MABIGA, 
MABALACAT CITY, PAMPANGA and (3) 1157 AGATE ST., 
GOLDEN LAND SUBD., BRGY. MABIGA, MABALACAT CITY, 
PAMPANGA and in order to satisfy the outstanding mortgage debts 
which as of November 12, 2025 amounts to TEN MILLION EIGHT 
HUNDRED FIFTY-FOUR THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED THIRTY 
AND 83/100 (Php 10,854,930.83) Philippine currency, principal 
inclusive of penalties and other charges, thereto, the undersigned 
Sheriff IV hereby gives notice and announces that on February 5, 
2026 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning, at the Municipal Trial Court 
In Cities, Branch 1, Mabalacat City, Pampanga located at the 
Bldg. 2 Unit 33 Great Mall of Central Luzon (formerly Xevera 
Commercial Complex) Tabun, Mabalacat City, Pampanga 2010 
will SELL at public auction for CASH and in Philippine Currency, 
the following parcel of land/real property/ies with all existing and 
future improvements thereon, to wit: 

TCT NO. 045-2024002882

A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 5, OF THE CONS. 
SUBD. PLAN PCS-03-008387 BEING A PORTION 
OF CONSOLIDATED LOTS 64 TO 73, BLK. 16, 
PCS-03- 007976, LRC REC. NO. ), SITUATED IN 
THE BO. OF MABIGA, MUN. OF MABALACAT, 
PROV. OF PAMP. BOUNDED ON THE SW., ALONG 
LINE 1-2 BY LOT 11 (ROAD WIDENING); ON THE 
NW., ALONG LINE 2-3 BY LOT 6, BOTH OF THE 
CONS. SUBD. PLAN; ON THE NE., ALONG LINES 
3-4-5 BY 1 LOT 8, BLK. 3, PCS-03-007976; AND 
ON THE SE., ALONG LINE 5-1 BY LOT 4 OF THE 
CONS. SUBD. PLAN. x x x CONTAINING AN AREA 
OF ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) square meters, 
more or less. x x x 

Prospective buyers/bidders may investigate for themselves 
the above-mentioned parcels of land for their information and 
protection. 

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the above-
stated time and date. 

In the event the public auction should not take place on the said 
date, it shall be held on March 5, 2026 at the same time and place 
without further notice. 

Angeles City, November 26, 2025. 

	 MICHAEL ANGELO F. SEGISMAR
	 Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished. 

RANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
Tower One, Ayala North Exchange 
6796 Ayala Avenue Corner Salcedo St., 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 

BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS PAMPANGA RETAIL 
LOANS CENTER, BPI San Fernando Hi-way Main Branch 
Building, Olongapo-Gapan Road, Dolores, City of San Fernando, 
Pampanga	

ATTY. NOEL C. QUIOC 
Room 208, Plaza Garcia BLDG., Dolores 
City of San Fernando, Pampanga 

SPOUSES MERRILL ADDISON IGNACIO PARAS AND ABIGAEL 
SHEENA LUSPO PARAS

(1) Blk 13 Lot 4 Phase 2, Malambing Street, Tabun, Mabalacat City 
(2) Lot 5 Don Bosco Compound, Mabiga, Mabalacat City 
Pampanga, and 
(3) 1157 Agale St., Golden Land Subd., Brgy. Mabiga, Mabalacat 
City, Pampanga 

Punto! Central Luzon: December 28, 2025- January 4 & 11, 2026

term solar variability of 
up to 300MW can occur 
due to brief cloud cover. 
While such variability can 
be effectively managed 
with fast-acting resources, 
conventional generation 
(such as coal power 
plants) has limited capabil-
ity to respond quickly due 
to longer ramping times. 
Battery energy storage 
systems are among these 
‘fast-acting resources,’ 

and therefore play a criti-
cal role in providing rapid 
support to maintain fre-
quency stability as solar 
penetration increases,” 
the company said. 

The Terra Solar Power 
Project will be supplying 
850MW to MERALCO 
through a power supply 
agreement, mainly during 
the daytime, while the 
remaining 1,650MW will 
be injected into the grid 
via the Wholesale Electric-

ity Spot Market (WESM). 
As a variable renewable 
energy source, Terra Solar 
operates on a must-dis-
patch basis under RA 9513 
(Renewable Energy Act 
of 2008) which mandates 
that all variable renewable 
energy sources, includ-
ing solar farms, must be 
given priority in scheduling 
plants for dispatch into the 
transmission grid. 

NGCP reiterated its 
call on the Department 

of Energy for more inci-
sive and progressive 
policies on the entry of 
VREs, focusing on grid 
stability as the primary 
consideration. The com-
pany stressed that the 
entry of bulk VRE should 
be complemented by 
dependable baseload 
and fast-ramping energy 
resources to ensure a 
stable and reliable power 
supply for the country. 

Press release

NGCP welcomes...
From page 3

NEW YEAR’S EVE HAZARDS DESTROYED  
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO – Improvised pipe cannons, illegal firecrackers and fireworks, and 
some 1,000 mufflers confiscated during the celebration of New Year’s Eve were destroyed 
and safely disposed on Jan. 7 by the Pampanga Police Provincial Office led by director 
Col. Eugene Marcelo in coordination with the Bureau of Fire Protection. “Tuloy-tuloy ang 
operasyon, tuloy-tuloy ang pagseserbisyo ng ating mga kapulisan,” said Marcelo of efforts 
to run after hazards to the communities beyond those related to the New Year revelry. 

Pampanga PIO/Photos: Daniel Ombina 
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SINGAPORE -- BDO Unibank (BDO) is the sole 
Philippine bank ranked among the top 10 most 
valuable banking brands in ASEAN, as recognized 
by Brand Finance, the world’s leading brand 
valuation consultancy, at the Asia Brand Gala 
2025 in Singapore.  

Earlier in 2025, BDO was also named the 
Philippines’ most valuable brand for the second 
consecutive year, with its brand value rising 48% 
to US$ 3.7 billion. 

This accolade reflects BDO’s continued focus on 
enhancing customer experience, promoting finan-
cial inclusion, and driving operational excellence.  

“BDO’s consistent performance and strong 
reputation are testament to its ability to align 
brand strength with business results – pillars 
that continue to reinforce its leadership in the 
Philippine banking industry,” shared Alex Haigh, 
managing director of Brand Finance Asia Pacific.

Haigh presented the certificate of recognition 
to Lorah L. Sy, BDO Singapore’s senior vice presi-
dent and chief executive, with Karis S. Napa, BDO 
Singapore’s senior vice president for commercial 
banking, joining them on stage. Press release

COMPANY NAME: DONGGWANG CLARK CORPORATION
ADDRESS: ODE County Building, C.M. Recto Highway, Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga
NATURE OF BUSINESS: Developer 
POSITION: Marketing Manager (Casino Department)
JOB DESCRIPTION:
1. Responsible for developing, implementing and executing strategic marketing plans for an entire organization in order 
to attract potential customers and retain existing ones.
2. Coordinate daily customer service operations; will supervise and motivate staff to perform their best.
3. Responsible for the company’s casino marketing and communications strategies, as well as overall branding and 
image.
QUALIFICATIONS:
1. Speak fluently in at least two languages (Korean and English Language).
2. Confident and has a capacity to make logical decisions.
3. Ability to work under pressure in fast-paced environment.

PLACE OF DEPLOYMENT: SunValley Projects (Jose Abad Santos Avenue, CFZ, Pamp.)
SALARY RANGE: Php 70,000.00 to Php 80,000.00
NAME OF FOREIGN NATIONAL: 	 KIM, EUNJI (South Korean)
	 ODE County Bldg. C.M. Recto Highway, 
	 Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga
	 Intended period of employment: one (1) year 

Application may be sent to: jhoanne.c.torres@gmail.com (Jhoanne C. Torres – ADMIN Supervisor, Business Operations 
Department) Tel. No.  045-499-1166

Donggwang Clark Corporation hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to 
perform the services and job description for Marketing Manager (Casino Department). The company has the intention 
to employ the said foreign national and apply Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE) – Region III located at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC, Maimpis, City of San Fernando, Pampanga.  (If there 
are any objections or inquiries, please contact the concerned DOLE Regional Office.

Any Filipino jobseeker is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is intended 
to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE – Region III located at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC, Maimpis, City 
of San Fernando, Pampanga after this publication. Please inform DOLE – Region III, if you have any information on 
criminal offenses committed by the foreign national.

COMPANY NAME: DONGGWANG CLARK CORPORATION
ADDRESS: ODE County Building, C.M. Recto Highway, Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga
NATURE OF BUSINESS: Developer 
POSITION: Maintenance Property Manager (Property Department)
JOB DESCRIPTION:
1. Responsible for overseeing the maintenance and upkeep of residential properties and tenant satisfaction.
2. Coordinate daily customer service operations; will supervise and motivate staff to perform their best.
3. Verify and monitor occupancy status of properties for sale and other purposes.
QUALIFICATIONS:
1. Speak fluently in at least two languages (Korean and English Language).
2. Confident and has a capacity to make logical decisions.
3. Ability to work under pressure in fast-paced environment.

PLACE OF DEPLOYMENT: SunValley Projects (Jose Abad Santos Avenue, CFZ, Pamp.)
SALARY RANGE: Php 70,000.00 to Php 80,000.00
NAME OF FOREIGN NATIONAL:	 KIM, GUNWOO (South Korean)
	 ODE County Bldg. C.M. Recto Highway, 
	 Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga
  	 Intended period of employment: one (1) year 

Application may be sent to: jhoanne.c.torres@gmail.com (Jhoanne C. Torres – ADMIN Supervisor, Business Operations 
Department) Tel. No.  045-499-1166

Donggwang Clark Corporation hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to 
perform the services and job description for Maintenance Property Manager (Property Department). The company has 
the intention to employ the said foreign national and apply Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) – Region III located at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC, Maimpis, City of San Fernando, Pam-
panga.  (If there are any objections or inquiries, please contact the concerned DOLE Regional Office.

Any Filipino jobseeker is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is intended 
to be hired for, may file an objection at DOLE – Region III located at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC, Maimpis, City 
of San Fernando, Pampanga after this publication. Please inform DOLE – Region III, if you have any information on 
criminal offenses committed by the foreign national.

WE ARE

HIRING
BECOME A PART OF OUR AMAZING TEAM

COE HEAD OF SERVICE & QUALITY

peopleandcultureph@boldergroup.comEMAIL YOUR RESUME

The CoE Head of Service & Quality is responsible for ensuring the delivery of exceptional
service and maintaining the highest quality standards within the Center of Excellence team.
This role serves as the primary point of contact for clients, oversees all client accounts and
fund calculations, and manages a team to achieve operational excellence. The position also
includes staff training, client development, and acting as the main liaison with banks,
brokers, and external auditors.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Master’s Degree in Accounting or relevant Finance discipline

Extensive experience (more than 7 years) in fund accounting experience particularly in
Hedge Funds and/or Private Equity funds
Has an experience working as a Client Relationship Manager or main point of contact for
clients, auditors, banks etc. with global experience
Capable to manage, train and develop a team of fund accountants
Has experience in managing a team of 20+

PLACE OF DEPLOYMENT: Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga, Philippines

Company / Employer Name of Foreign national intending 
to apply for the position

Company Name: Bolder Philippines Ltd. Inc.
Address: 8th Floor Office 1, Tower 1, Clark City Front,
M.A. Roxas Highway 2023 Clark Freeport Zone,
Pampanga  Philippines
Nature of business: BPO / Back Office 

Name: Jakub Novotny
Address: Angeles City, Pampanga
Nationality:  Slovakian
Intended period of employment: 1 year

Bolder Philippines Ltd. Inc.  hereby declares that the above-named foreign national is able, willing, and qualified to perform the services
and job description for CoE Head of Service & Quality. The company has the intention to employ the said foreign national and apply for an
Alien Employment Permit with the Department of Labor and Employment – Region III located at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC,
Maimpis, City of San Fernando, Pampanga. 

If there are any objections or inquiries, please contact the concerned DOLE Regional Office. 

Any Filipino jobseeker who is competent, able and willing to perform the services for which the foreign national is intended to be hired for, may file an objection
at Department of Labor and Employment – Region III located at Matalino cor. Mahusay St., DMGC, Maimpis, City of San Fernando, Pampanga after this
publication 

Please inform Department of Labor and Employment – Region III, if you have any information on criminal offenses committed by the foreign national.

BDO, the only PH Bank in ASEAN’s
Top 10 Most Valuable Banking Brands 

BOF CANDABA BRANCH REFRESHED 
CANDABA, Pampanga -- New look, same exceptional service! Continuing the bank’s ongoing enhancement of its branches, BOF 
president and CEO Jose Paolo D. Carlos, senior executive vice president Jaime Panganiban, and executive committee member Susan 
Jesusa David Nunga led the inauguration of the newly upgraded BOF Candaba Branch. Punto Lifestyle Team/BOF-PR
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Located in Tar lac 
City, TARI Estate is a 
384-hectare PEZA-reg-
istered economic zone 
positioned to strengthen 
Central Luzon’s manufactur-
ing landscape. The estate is 
projected to generate over 
60,000 jobs and is emerg-
ing as a key hub for food 
and beverage manufac-
turing in the region. Nearly 
75% of its initial industrial 
phase has already been 
taken up, reflecting strong 
market interest.

TA R I  E s t a te  h a s 
at t rac ted s igni f icant 
investments from global 

and local manufactur-
ers, including Coca-Cola 
Europacific Aboitiz Philip-
pines, which is developing 
a state-of-the-art 42-hect-
are manufacturing facility, 
and Ajinomoto Philippines 
Corp., which has commit-
ted P9.1 billion to a modern 
food production plant. The 
estate has also been recog-
nized twice at the national 
level by the Dot Property 
Awards as Best Industrial 
Development in the Phil-
ippines.

These recognitions 
highlight Aboitiz Economic 
Estates’ broader impact 
across the country. The 

company now hosts 260 
locators, supports over 
100,000 jobs, and contin-
ues to attract significant 
domestic and foreign 
investment. Its Economic 
Estates are designed as 
integrated, future-ready 
platforms where industries 
operate efficiently, com-
merce expands, and local 
economies benefit.

“This is a meaningful 
milestone for Philippine 
industrial estates,” Fer-
nandez de Mesa enthused. 
“It demonstrates how 
thoughtfully designed indus-
try-anchored developments 
can attract global invest-

ment, catalyze regional 
growth, and deliver mea-
surable economic and 
social impact. We hope this 
encourages the industry 
to continue raising stan-
dards as we work together 
to strengthen the nation’s 
industrial landscape.”

With these recogni-
tions, Aboitiz Economic 
Estates reinforces its role 
as a benchmark for high-im-
pact, industry-anchored 
development, supporting 
sustainable growth and 
contributing to the Philip-
pines’ long-term industrial 
competitiveness. 

Press release

binibigyan nito ng pag-
k a k a t a o n  a n g  m g a 
magsasaka na pumili ng 
uri ng palay na pinaka-
mainam sa kanilang mga 
bukid.

Isa sa mga bagong 
binhi, aniya, ay tumu-
tugma sa ani ng popular 
na NSIC Rc 222 at may 
magandang kalidad ng 
pagkain.

Inihahambing sa mga 
trial ang NSIC Rc 600–
700 inbred series at ang 
mga uring kasalukuyang 
ginagamit at mas gusto ng 
mga magsasaka. Kasama 
rin sa pagsusuri ang mga 
binhing inirerekomenda 
para sa mga rehiyon at 
sa buong bansa.

Kasalukuyang nagsa-
sagawa ang mga branch 
station ng PhilRice ng 
VFT Field Days kung 
saan inaanyayahan ang 
mga magsasaka, mga 
opisyal ng lokal na pama-
halaan, at mga seed 
grower upang obser-
bahan at  sur i in  ang 
performance ng bawat 
uri. Gagamitin ang kanil-
ang mga feedback bilang 
batayan sa mga local 
seed selection workshop.

Ibinahagi rin ni Ragos 
na madalas ipahayag ng 
mga magsasaka na ang 
mga ipinamamahaging 
binhi ay hindi palaging 
tugma sa kanilang pan-
gangailangan. 

K a y a  n a m a n ,  s a 
pamamagitan ng VFT, 
nagkakaroon si la ng 
pagkakataong pumili ng 
angkop na uri ng palay 
base sa ani, performance 
sa bukid, at kalidad ng 
butil na kanilang nasaksi-
han.

Ang mga mapipiling 
binhi ay pararamihin ng 
mga seed grower para 
sa 2027 dr y season 
a t  i pamamahag i  s a 
mga magsasaka bago 
mags imu la  ang  wet 
season, batay sa aktu-
wal na resulta ng mga 
pagsusubok at sa pan-
gangailangan ng mga 
magsasaka.

Hinihikayat ng RCEF 
Seed Program ang mga 
interesadong magsasaka 
na makipag-uganayan sa 
kanilang lokal na pama-
halaan upang makalahok 
sa mga idinaraos na 
VFT Field Days. Maria 
Asumpta Estefanie C. 
Reyes/PIA-3

N o  i nva s i o n  b u t 
intrusion into Pakistan 
of US Navy SEAL Team 
6 on May 2, 2011, to kill 
al-Qaeda founder Osama 
bin Laden in his hideout in 
Abbottabad, culminating the 
decade-long hunt for the 
9/11 mastermind. Obama 
famously watching the 
actual operation in real time. 

All the presidents but one 
Jefferson. Madison. 

M o n r o e .  M c K i n l ey. 
R o o s eve l t .  W i l s o n . 
Rooseve l t .  Tr uman. 
Eisenhower. Kennedy. 
Johnson. Nixon. Bush 
Senior. Clinton. Bush Junior. 
Obama. Trump. Biden. 
Trump. 

Destined or not but 
definitely most manifest, 
all these presidents – and 
definitely even the others – 
had had their own take of 
military adventurism on a 
global scale. Nonetheless, 
the presidents were no 
more than mere implements 
in the great scheme of 
things: America is in and of 
itself the very embodiment 
of imperialism.  

“A mer i c a . . .  g o es 
not abroad, in search of 
monsters to destroy. She 
is the well-wisher to the 
freedom and independence 
of all.”

How John Quincy 
Adams,  the  6 th  US 
president, must be rolling 
over in his grave. 

Healthcare, youth dev’t top...
From page 1

P229-B O&M...
From page 1

Bataan eyes...
From page 1

Aurora tapped...
From page 1

Aboitiz...
From page 3

Zona Libre
From page 4

Bagong uri...
From page 2

DOST opens...
From page 2

1 Bedroom Classic
Furnished by KLM Furniture

ideas, boosting regional 
economies, and transform-
ing concepts into solutions.

DOST Region 3 director 
Julius Caesar Sicat said 
iHubs are not just facilities 
as they are catalysts for 
change. “They embody our 
commitment to harness 
science, technology, and 
innovation to create oppor-

tunities, solve challenges, 
and build a resilient and 
competitive Central Luzon.” 

The establishment of 
iHub in Nueva Ecija high-
lights DOST’s commitment 
in decentralizing innova-
tion. It ensures that every 
province in every region 
gets to experience “Agham 
na Ramdam.” Maria Caro-
line A. Lopez/PIA-3

The Capitol also plans 
to intensify its feeding 
programs to address 
malnutrition, particularly 
among chi ldren and 
families in high-risk and 
underserved communities. 
At the same time, the 
provincial government is 
committed to sustaining 
zero balance billing in 
public hospitals by ensuring 
that funding remains 
flexible, responsive, and 
immediately deployable, 
a l l ow ing  hea l thc are 
services to be delivered 
without delay.

T o  a c c e l e r a t e 
implementat ion,  the 
province will maximize the 
capability of its more than 

3,000 Capitol employees, 
mobilizing them to support 
healthcare delivery, social 
ser v ices,  educat ion 
initiatives, and community 
outreach programs. This 
coordinated workforce 
approach is intended to 
shorten processing times 
and bring government 
services closer to the people.

“Good governance 
means seeking out those 
in need, not waiting for them 
to line up at the Capitol,” 
Gov. Nanay said. 

Education, employment
E d u c a t i o n  a n d 

employment form another 
key pillar of the 2026 
agenda. The Capitol will 
actively identify kabalens 

who wish to continue 
their studies through 
the Alternative Learning 
System and will forge 
partnerships with technical 
and vocational institutions to 
assist Grade 12 graduates 
who are unable to secure 
employment by providing 
them with relevant skills 
training and certification.

In addition, the provincial 
government will intensify its 
efforts to identify sectoral 
groups and individuals 
in need of assistance, 
particularly those suffering 
from illness, to ensure that 
no one is overlooked and 
that support reaches those 
who need it most.

G ove r no r  P ine da 
stressed that 2026 will be 

a year defined by execution 
rather than paperwork.

“By 2026, there should 
be no documents left idle. 
Every plan must result in 
concrete action, and every 
program must deliver real 
services. Government work 
must be fast, responsive, 
and felt by our people,” she 
stressed. 

The 2026 Agenda 
reinforces the provincial 
government’s commitment 
to efficient governance, 
inclusive healthcare, and 
youth empowerment, with 
the clear goal of translating 
policies into immediate 
and meaningful impact 
for every Kapampangan. 
Pampanga PIO/Photo: 
Daniel Ombina 

JR West, Mitsubishi Corp., 
and Sumitomo Corp. of 
Japan; Transdev, RATP, 
Keolis, and Alstom of 
France; and First Balfour 
Inc. and San Miguel Corp. 
of the Philippines. 

“The President giving 
clearance for (public-pri-
vate partnerships to bid 
for) the operations and 
management of the NSCR 

shows the administration’s 
trust in private firms to 
handle the country’s big-
gest railway system. The 
high turnout also signals 
investor confidence,” said 
Transportation Acting Sec-
retary Giovanni Z. Lopez 
in a statement.

Bidding and awarding 
of the O&M contract is tar-
geted within 2026. This, in 
preparation for the partial 

operations on the Malolos 
to Valenzuela segment 
projected by December 
2027 while operations on 
the Clark to West Valenzu-
ela segment are expected 
by October 2028.

Full operations from the 
Clark International Airport 
in Pampanga to Calamba 
in Laguna are expected by 
January 2032 serving one 
million daily commuters. 

The 147-kilometer NSCR 
connecting Malolos, Bula-
can with CRK, and Tutuban, 
Manila with Calamba, 
Laguna will have 35 sta-
tions and three depots. 

The P873-billion proj-
ect is co-financed by the 
Japan International Coop-
eration Agency, the Asian 
Development Bank, and 
the Philippine government. 
Punto News Team/PIA-3 

and local government 
leaders, industry locators, 
investors, and represen-
tatives from the business 
and academic sectors 
to promote investment 
opportunities, highlight 
po l i cy  suppor t ,  and 
streamline investment 
facilitation efforts in the 
province.

A highlight of the event 
was the signing of a mem-
orandum of agreement 
between the provincial 
government and the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry - Board of Invest-

ments, represented by 
Undersecretary Ceferino 
Rodolfo. 

T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p 
underscored stronger 
coordination between the 
province and the national 
government in supporting 
investors.

Under the agreement, 
both parties committed to 
collaborate on investment 
promotion, facilitation, and 
investor servicing, which 
is expected to make pro-
cesses more efficient and 
responsive to the needs of 
semiconductor and elec-
tronics firms locating in 

Bataan.
Bataan 3rd Distr ict 

Rep. Maria Angela Garcia 
said the summit aimed 
to improve the ease of 
doing business in Bataan, 
enhance aftercare ser-
vices for existing locators, 
and position the province 
as a competitive destina-
tion for electronics and 
semiconductor manufac-
turing.

For his part, Gov. Jose 
Enrique Garcia III high-
lighted Bataan’s strengths 
in gross domestic prod-
uct performance, literacy 
rate, skilled manpower, 

and other key indicators 
that make the province 
an attractive investment 
location for high-value 
industries.

This initiative aligns 
with the province’s long-
term vision of achieving 
quality growth through 
diversi f ied economic 
investments and efficient 
governance, ultimately 
c reat ing  s tab le  and 
empowered families by 
expanding economic 
opportunities and pro-
m o t i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e 
development. Rick P. 
Quiambao/PIA-3 

policy, a long-term view, 
and good governance. 
We are strengthening this 
under APECO’s current 
reforms,” Taway said.

Anglicotech earlier 
expressed interest in 
developing climate-con-
trolled warehouses for 
regulated goods, along-
side drone manufacturing 
and related facilities in 
the Aurora ecozone, 
subject to regulatory and 

policy requirements.
On Aug. 16, 2025, 

the firm conducted a site 
inspection at the APECO 
economic zone to assess 
infrastructure readiness, 
logistics potential, and 
opportunities for local 
workforce participation.

Taway said the initia-
tive forms part of its efforts 
to support responsible 
defense-related industries 
through partnerships that 
generate employment and 

contribute to sustainable 
economic growth in the 
province.

Anglicotech has been 
operating in Subic since 
2024, providing logistics 
support, command and 
control systems, cyber 
and intelligence services, 
surveillance capabilities, 
and foreign military sales 
assistance to the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines 
and the United States 
Department of Defense.

Both  A PECO and 
A n g l i c o t e c h  u n d e r-
scored the importance 
of responsible investment 
practices, local workforce 
engagement, and align-
ment with government 
development priorities, 
re inforc ing the eco -
zone’s role in promoting 
inclusive growth, job gen-
eration, and sustainable 
development in Aurora. 
Michael A . Taroma/
PIA-3
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ANGELES CITY / DAGUPAN CITY — Every 
weekend this past December, the night sky 
over Angeles and Dagupan transformed into a 
canvas of brilliant color and light. In a season 
often defined by hurried shopping and packed 
schedules, JDN Realty Group invited commu-
nities to do something different: pause, gather, 
and look up in shared wonder.

Each Saturday and Sunday, crowds filled 
Nepo Center in Angeles City and Nepo Mall in 
Dagupan City as JDN Realty Group lit up the 
sky for this year’s Liwanag ng Pasko’s Fire-
works Spectacle. The fireworks displays — free 
and open to the public — were intended as a 
simple holiday gift to local families. They quickly 
became something more: a weekend tradition 
many eagerly anticipated.

Instead of the usual mall rush, parents and 
children found themselves caught in moments of 
awe — phones raised, children pointing excit-
edly, shoppers cheering, and families sharing 
experiences that made the holiday season genu-
inely special and joyfully memorable.

A Local Touch That Felt Personal
At the heart of the celebration was JDN’s 

commitment to the community. Christmas was 
celebrated as the “Light of Christmas” in local 
languages — Sala ning Pasku in Pampanga and 
Liwawa ya Pasko in Pangasinan. The gesture 
was subtle, yet meaningful, grounding the festiv-
ities in local culture and making the celebration 
feel closer to home.

A Place for Creating Moments Together
Malls are often seen as places to shop, pay, 

and go. This December, JDN showed they can 
also be places to stay, gather, and connect. The 
fireworks did more than mark the holidays — 
they created shared experiences where families 
could enjoy meaningful moments together with-
out having to spend.

As the year draws to a close and a new one 
begins, the smoke from the fireworks has faded, 
but the feeling remains. Liwanag ng Pasko left 
a clear message: communities are not built by 
structures alone, but by moments that bring 
people together — moments that turn into mem-
ories families will carry with them long after the 
holidays.

For JDN Realty Group, the mission goes 
beyond development. It is about strengthening 
the cities it serves and creating spaces where 
families don’t just pass through, but genuinely 
belong.

A December of Light

MARKING SOUTHEAST ASIA’S FIRST 

JDN Realty Group’s Fireworks Spectacle Brings Families 
Together Across Angeles and Dagupan

JDN Realty Group’s Fireworks Spectacle Brings Families 
Together Across Angeles and Dagupan


