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FFICIALS OF NLEX Corporation and City of Angeles, Pampanga recently signed a 
memorandum of agreement (MOA) to address the present traffi  c situation within the 
Angeles Interchange.

NLEX, AC ink traffi  c 
management pact

NLEX Corp. AVP for operations management West D. Dionisio, Mayor Carmelo Lazatin Jr., Vice Mayor Vicky Vega-
Cabigting and NLEX Corp. VP for asset management Jennifer Jane T. Go hold signed agreement. C !"#$%&"'( *+ " 

CLARK FREEPORT—
The government-run 
Clark International Air-
port Corp. on Tuesday 
announced the ongo-
ing appraisal of its fa-
cilities and inventory of 
non-performing assets 
inside the Clark Civil 
Aviation Complex.

“One of our proac-
tive responses to the 
pandemic is to conduct 
a thorough inventory 
of both fi xed and mov-
able assets, including 

CIAC starts asset 
disposal, real 

property valuation
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SPKP PROGRAM. Vice Gov. Lilia “Nanay” Pineda receives certifi cate of recognition from Dr. 
Amelito Nicolas of the Department of Health. Also with her (L-R) are board members Venancio 
Macapagal, Rosve Henson and Ananias Canlas Jr. 
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CITY OF SAN FERNAN-
DO – The Department 
of Health (DOH) recent-
ly lauded the provincial 
government under the 
leadership of Governor 
Dennis “Delta” Pineda 
for its “exemplary” con-
tributions to the “Sa-
bayang Patak Kontra 
Polio (SPKP)” program.

This, after a total of 
228,255 Kapampangan 
kids aged zero to 59 
months received a free 
dose of polio vaccine 
during the second round 

DOH lauds Pampanga 
gov’t for helping 

‘Kontra Polio’ program
of (SPKP) program in 
the province.

The total number of 
Kapampangan children 
vaccinated with Mon-
ovalent Oral Poliovirus 
Type 2 (mOPV2) for the 
second round of the im-
munization program 
was seven percent high-
er compared to the fi rst 
round, which was 213, 
703.

Dr. Amelito Nico-
las of the Department 
of Health commend-
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SUBIC BAY FREEPORT 
– The Subic Bay Metro-
politan Authority (SBMA) 
is set to celebrate its 
28th founding anniversa-
ry on November 24 with 
a simple but solemn cer-
emony to recall the he-
roic deeds of volunteers 
in the early years of the 
Subic Bay Freeport and 
acknopwledgethe con-

SBMA sets simple rites for 28th anniversary
tributions of present-day 
stakeholders who helped 
make Subic a pre-
mier zone for economic 
growth in the country to-
day.

SBMA Chairman and 
Administrator Wilma T. 
Eisma said the morn-
ing celebration will fea-
ture a Eucharistic mass, 
followed by a short pro-
gram honoring Subic vol-
unteers and the recog-

nition of fi nalists in the 
2019 SBMA Employee of 
the Year Awards.

In the afternoon, the 
agency will conduct a 
bloodletting program in 
coordination with the 
Philippine Red Cross, 
which will be a reaffi  rma-
tion that volunteerism is 
alive and well in Subic 
Bay Freeport, Eisma 
added.

The SBMA chief also 

said the SBMA will ac-
knowledge its frontline 
workers who stood in 
the forefront of the agen-
cy’s help fi ght against 
the coronavirus disease 
(Covid-19) in the Subic 
Bay Freeport area, as 
well as those who pro-
vided assistance to vic-
tims of typhoon and 
fl ooding in Bicol, Manila 
and Cagayan areas.
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SELLERS OF basic 
necessities such as 
groceries and super-
markets are being re-
minded by the Depart-
ment of Trade and In-
dustry Regional Offi  ce 
III that the prices of 
these goods are under 
Automatic Price Con-
trol or Price Freeze 
because of the decla-
ration of a state of ca-
lamity in the whole of 
the Luzon island group 
by the President under 
Proclamation 1051. 
The said proclamation 
was signed on Novem-
ber 18, 2020 and shall 
be eff ective for a peri-
od of 60 days, unless 
revoked by the Presi-
dent.

Under the Price Act 
or Republic Act No. 
7581, a price freeze is 
automatically imposed 
on the price of basic 
necessities when there 
is a declaration of a 
state of calamity, emer-

DTI reminds 
sellers of 

price freeze
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COVID-19 UPDATES

ELEVEN DECADES and one would 
think, you’ve seen them all. But each 
of these periods is unique unto them-
selves; they are diff erent from each 
other with their own distinctive high-
lights.  

What is certain is that Insular Life 
(InLife), has been for the Filipino all 
these 110 years. 

And these past eleven decades 
presented interesting experiences of 
their own: the fi rst half is of growth and 
expansion, its second a series of great 
years and some costly lessons. There 
were periods of unprecedented growth 
as well as intervals of tempered ex-
pectations. 

Today InLife attains another high 
point, becoming one of very few Filipi-
no companies surpassing 110 years of 
success and continued service and op-
eration since 1920. But as the compa-
ny celebrates this milestone, the world 
is gripped yet again, by a most crip-
pling crisis – a deadly battle against 
the unseen. 

The COVID-19 pandemic may be 
the worst crisis of this generation, be-
cause all at once it became a global 
health, humanitarian and economic cri-
sis. This is exacerbated by the fact that 
there are no manuals for solutions, no 
past lessons from which to learn.

For InLife, we view these uncer-
tainties as opportunities to serve and 
to fulfi ll a promise to be with the Fili-
pino at all times, even in the worst of 
times. 

Lifting up others
Such is the case for InLife em-

110 Years For the Filipino: Lessons of hope, 
courage, and overcoming the pandemic

INSULAR LIFE

ployees Bryan De Matta and Patty 
Vasquez.

During the early weeks of the pan-
demic, Bryan and his two other high 
school friends, noticed that in their 
hometown in Binan, Laguna, doctors 
treating COVID patients were also get-
ting infected. 

“One reason bakit nahahawa ang 
mga doctors is because of direct con-
tact with patients during a process 
called intubation,” he said. 

Bryan explained that doctors put a 
tube into the windpipe of severe Covid 
patients to help them breathe. But this 
direct contact procedure increased the 
risk of getting infected. 

“We launched a project called 
‘Pledge a Box’ over social media to so-
licit  donations so we can buy aerosol 
boxes for hospitals,” he said. 

These aerosol boxes are made of 
transparent acrylic material and placed 
over the head of the patient. The box 
created a separation between the doc-
tor and the patient. 

From March to April, Bryan’s group 
distributed 45 aerosol boxes to 16 hos-
pitals in Metro Manila, Bulacan, Cavite, 
and Ilocos. 

For 25-yearold employee and en-
trepreneur Patty Vasquez, it was see-
ing the elderly struggle during the 
pandemic that made her decide to do 
something to help. 

“I started my branded shoe busi-
ness (www.PAVPH.com) in 2019,” 
shared Patty. “I do it online so that I 
can still be fully employed at Insular 
Life,” she confessed. 

“Yung business ko kapag kumiki-

ta ng malaki tumutulong kami sa iba. 
Lalo na ngayong pandemic, kailangan 
tumulong sa kapwa,” she said. 

Patty explained that shoes and 
heels are not essential goods. “What 
our people need are food, water, and 
medicine,” she said. 

“During the lockdown nag sale 
ako online and I called it ‘Shop For a 
Cause’. I promoted it on my FB and 
on my IG. All the proceeds of my April 
sales were donated to the most vul-
nerable families in Sta. Rosa (Laguna) 
and to frontliners like policemen and 
Barangay workers. Kasi sila yung mga 
nasa labas,” she said. 

With proceeds from ‘Shop for a 
Cause’ and her personal money from 
her mid-year bonus, Patty was able to 
buy stocks of noodles, canned goods, 
biscuits, rice, water, and medicines for 
200 senior citizens and frontline work-
ers.  

Pledge to Protect
After the success of ‘Pledge a Box’, 

Bryan and his group launched another 
project called ‘Pledge to Protect’. 

“Medical workers were pleading for 
personal protective equipment (PPEs). 
That became our next project.” Bryan 
shared. 

Through sustained social media 
drive, solicitations, and family con-
tributions, Bryan’s group collected 
P175,000 which they used to buy 450 
PPEs, disposable shoes, and caps for 
hospitals in Laguna. 

Asked why millennials like them 
embarked on a selfl ess act for others, 
both Bryan and Patty credit the exam-

ple they witnessed at work. 
“We are part of the bigger commu-

nity. We must be aware. Not only sa 
ganitong situation dahil ang mga Filipi-
no ay laging handang tumulong,” Bry-
an said.

Patty added: “Na-inspire ako lalo 
noong nag volunteer ako sa Insular 
Foundation. It is about giving back. 
Iyong humanitarian heart ni InLife is 
aligned with my goals as a person.”

Both Bryan and Patty are volun-
teer-employees of Insular Foundation. 

Ida’s story
While Bryan and Patty took care of 

senior citizens and frontline workers 
during the pandemic, another InLifer 
took on the care of the people under 
her. 

Ida Jacob, who started her insur-
ance career as an InLife employee in 
1988, turned out to become one of In-
Life’s most successful agency leaders. 

Graduating Summa Cum Laude at 
the Colegio de Sta. Isabel (now Uni-
versidad de Sta. Isabel) in Naga City, 
Ida fi rst ventured into the world of the 
academe. But her father, at that time 
already a seasoned and successful in-
surance agent, urged her to try InLife.

After years of prodding from her fa-
ther, she relented.

“I was hired as a trainer. Later I was 
transferred to sales. After about four 
years, I was promoted as district man-
ager and later on as agency leader,” 
Ida recalled with fondness. 

Ida said she that from that time on, 
she has devoted her time, energy and 
talent to honing the skills of fi nancial 
advisors, especially more so, during 
this period of the pandemic.

“I want all my agents to be able to 
adopt, all my leaders, all my advisors 
dapat lahat sila makasabay. I need to 
sustain their morale, their motivation, 
monthly, weekly, kung pwede, kahit 
daily,” she said. 

Ida admitted that caring for her 
agents is a role she takes to heart. “I 
don’t control the minds of my agents, 
but hopefully by my actions and exam-
ple, I can inspire them.”

It is what she hopes to achieve  for 
her Company, InLife. “It’s Filipino! In-
Life is invested in our own country be-
cause we do not repatriate income 
to a mother company abroad. If they 
should get insured, it should fi rst be by 
a Filipino,” she said.

For more inspiring stories on re-
siliency, hope, and overcoming 
the pandemic, please visit: https://
www.insularl i fe.com.ph/news/in-
sular-life-highlights-filipinos-resil-
ience-and-hope-473
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CABANATUAN CITY - At least 15 of 89 ba-
rangays here have active cases of corona-
virus disease as of Tuesday, a report from 
the city health offi  ce showed.

This developed even as four new con-
fi rmed Covid-19 cases that include anoth-
er health frontliner were logged in this city, 
raising the active cases to 20 as of Nov. 
24.

The health worker is a 31-year-old fe-
male resident of Barangay Quezon District 
who showed symptoms like sore throat 
and myalgia, the city government reported.

The other patients are women aged 20, 
23, and 24, all of Barangay San Josef Sur 
here. They were all asymptomatic and are 
under strict home quarantine, the report 
added.

This city has recorded a total of 510 
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LUNGSOD NG BALANGA -- 
Nagtala ang Bataan ng 22 ba-
gong nakarekober sa corona-
virus disease at pito namang 
bagong kumpirmadong kaso, 
sabi ngayong Martes ng gabi 
ni Gov. Albert Garcia.

Umusad sa 2,872 ang ka-
buuang bilang ng mga nakare-
kober at sa 3,157 ang mga 
nagpositibo sa mapanganib na 
virus na ang 219 ay aktibong 
kaso o mga hindi pa gumag-
aling.

Nananatili sa 66 ang bilang 
ng mga pumanaw na.

Ang bagong gumaling o na-
karekober ay siyam mula sa 
Limay, lima sa Orani, apat sa 
Samal, dalawa sa Dinalupihan, 

Bataan: 7 bagong kaso,
22 nakarekober

at tig-isa sa Balanga City at Abu-
cay. 

Kabilang sa mga bagong 
gumaling ang tatlong bata – 
9-anyos na babae at 2-anyos at 
11-anyos na parehong lalaki sa 
Limay – at apat na senior citizen 
– 61-anyos na babae at 68-any-
os na lalaki sa Limay, 80-anyos 
at 84-anyos na kapwa babae sa 
Orani.

Ang mga bagong kumpirma-
dong kaso ay tatlo mula sa Mo-
rong, dalawa sa Mariveles, at 
tig-isa sa Limay at Balanga City. 
Ang pinakabata ay anim na ta-
ong gulang at ang pinakamatan-
da ay 65 taong gulang.

Umabot na sa 34,422 ang na-
test sa Covid–19 na ang 31,038 
ay nagnegatibo na habang 227 
ang naghihintay pa ng resulta. 

Cabanatuan: 20 active cases
in 15 barangays

confi rmed cases to date, of which 10 have 
died and 480 have recovered.

Of the 15 villages with active cases, 
San Josef Sur has four, Bantug Bulalo and 
Quezon District have two each, and one 
each in barangays Aduas Centro, Bangad, 
Bantug Norte, Bitas, Caridad, Gen. Luna, 
Magsaysay Norte, Crisostomo, San Isidro, 
Sangitan West, Sumacab Este, and Villa 
Ofelia.

“Patuloy po tayong sumunod sa min-
imum public health standards,” the city 
government called on the public in a social 
media post.

The inter-agency task force against 
Covid-19 imposes physical distancing, 
wearing of face mask and face shield, 
sanitizing or frequent washing of hands, 
as measures to prevent the spread of the 
virus. People are also advised to stay at 
home unless for getting essential needs.
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AN UMBRELLA group of more 
than 35 national consumer or-
ganizations has expressed 
concern over the growing in-
fl uence of foreign grants on 
health regulators that may ad-
versely aff ect the campaign to 
reduce the harm caused by 
combustible cigarettes in low- 
and middle-income countries 
(LMICs) including the Philip-
pines.

The International Net-
work of Nicotine Consumer 
Organisations (INNCO) par-
ticularly mentioned the infl u-
ence exerted by non-govern-
ment organizations backed by 
Bloomberg Initiative [SC1]  on 
regulators such as the 
Philippines Food and Drug 
Administration.

“There is also an ele-
ment of corruption aided by 
the Bloomberg NGOs, who 
are co-opting tobacco poli-
cy through the sheer force 
of money. The legislators in 
Philippines recently ques-
tioned the confl ict of interest 
in their FDA receiving funds 
from these NGOs while push-
ing anti-vaping policy,” Samrat 
Chowdhery, president of IN-
NCO and a leading tobacco 
harm reduction advocate, said 
during the recent virtual pre-
sentation of “Burning Issues: 
The Global State of Tobac-
co Harm Reduction (GSTHR) 
2020” published by UK public 
health agency Knowledge Ac-
tion Change (KAC).

Chowdhery was referring 
to the Philippines FDA’s ad-
mission that it received foreign 
grants from American business 
interest groups Bloomberg Ini-

tiative and The Union while in 
the process of drafting regula-
tion on e-cigarettes and heat-
ed tobacco products (HTPs).  

A ranking FDA offi  cial ad-
mitted that the agency re-
ceived grants from foreign 
anti-tobacco advocates when 
confronted by Nueva Ecija 
Rep. Estrellita Suansing and 
Deputy Speaker and Ilocos 
Sur Rep. Deogracias Victor 
Savellano during a public con-
sultation on the guidelines for 
e-cigarettes and HTPs.

The GSTHR report also 
records various kinds of op-
position to low-risk products 
being mounted by anti-vap-
ing organizations such as the 
position paper by the infl uen-
tial Paris-based Union which 
called for a ban on vaping 
and HTPs in LMICs. 

“This is, of course, high-
ly discriminatory, will increase 
health gaps between western 
and developing nations, and 
is a prime instance of the phi-
lantro-capitalism kind of think-
ing that is highlighted in the 
GSTHR report,” said Chowd-
hery.

He said that aside from 
bans in LMICs, there was 
also a growing number of re-
strictions on vaping and oth-
er risk-reduced alternatives—
from higher taxation and re-
strictions on online sales, to 
the new favorite of tobacco 
control, which is fl avor bans. 
He said this is happening 
across many US states and in 
Europe.

Chowdhery said the war 
was also heating up on oral 
nicotine pouches—a new in-

novation that is like snus but 
without the tobacco and low 
on the harm spectrum, close 
to nicotine gums in risk.  “We 
are seeing attempts to ban 
them in Baltic countries and 
the Bloomberg network is 
doing the same in Africa by 
spreading misinformation and 
overstating risks without any 
concern that they are aff ord-
able, less risky and eff ective in 
helping smokers switch.” 

He said these bans and 
restrictions which prevent ac-
cess or increase barriers to to-
bacco harm reduction are now 
the biggest hurdles to achiev-
ing a society in which people 
do not die in millions per year 
from the harmful use of tobac-
co. 

The GSTHR 2020 report 
said that globally, 36 nations 
currently ban low-risk alterna-

tives, and most of them are 
LMICs in Latin America, the 
Middle East, Africa and Asia.  

Chowdhery said this is 
alarming because almost 
80% of over a billion smok-
ers worldwide live in develop-
ing nations, where most of the 
8 million annual global deaths 
from smoking are recorded.

He said that in most coun-
tries where there is a ban on 
tobacco harm reduction prod-
ucts, the main argument is that 
it was done to ‘save the chil-
dren’.  He said this goal, in re-
ality, is jeopardized as there is 
inadequate enforcement of the 
ban and black market mush-
rooms which is diffi  cult to con-
trol. 

“We have seen this in Bra-
zil, Mexico, Thailand and now 
in India. Recently, South Afri-
ca reversed its tobacco ban 
during the Covid outbreak 
over concerns that the resul-
tant black markets would be 
diffi  cult to shake off ,” he said.

He said that ultimately, any 
move away from the concept 
of risk-diff erential taxation and 
increasing barriers to tobac-
co harm reduction ultimately 
serves to perpetuate smok-
ing.  “It hurts the health of the 
country, but also causes huge 
fi nancial loss as tobacco-re-
lated mortality and morbidity 
costs, as well as the lost man-
hours, rise, and by decimating 
an industry which could cre-
ate jobs and revenue while im-
proving the health of tobacco 
users,” he said. 

“This economic argument 
is stronger now than ever as 
countries struggle to cope 

during the pandemic—the 
answer isn’t in giving sops to 
the tobacco industry as Bhu-
tan has done by ending its 
decades-long tobacco ban, 
which was ineff ective anyway, 
the answer is in allowing and 
promoting access to THR al-
ternatives so while there is 
additional revenue, there isn’t 
additional death and disease,” 
said Chowdhery.

He said such restrictions 
also violate human rights prin-
ciples by denying tobacco us-
ers a means to prevent dis-
ease and early death.  “Per-
sonal liberty is built into almost 
all constitutions across the 
world, and especially when 
you take the second-hand risk 
out of the equation, as THR al-
ternatives do, there remains 
absolutely no argument to pre-
vent access without violating 
these basic principles. The 
failed war on drugs has led to 
the introduction of harm reduc-
tion as among the core tenets 
of drug policy, and it’s time it 
caught on in tobacco control 
too,” he said.

Chowdhery said despite 
these adverse developments, 
there is a glimmer of hope as 
science is slowly but steadily 
winning over ideology. “Since 
the last edition of the GSTHR 
report in 2018, four countries 
have banned THR alternatives 
while 22 nations from various 
regions of the world have ei-
ther reversed bans or put in 
place formal regulations allow-
ing their use. The tide is turn-
ing, and I hope this trend con-
tinues in years to come,” he 
said.

INNCO alarmed over impact of foreign grant on Philippines FDA

Chowdhery
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ANGELES CITY – The sci-
on of a landed gentry here 
has again sounded the alarm 
claiming that the threat against 
his life based on recent events 
is still “very imminent.”

Jeff rey S. Dizon, 48, who 
on March 7 off ered a reward 
of P3 million to anyone who 
can provide the identity and 
information leading to the ar-

Scion of Pampanga landed gentry fears for life
rest of an alleged sniper in an 
apparent attempt on his life on 
March 3, said on Friday that 
he is again being followed by 
unidentifi ed persons.

Dizon said sometime in 
April, while he was with his 
daughter Ma. Michaela at the 
Watsons store inside SM City 
Clark, he noticed a man with 
brown complexion wearing 
short pants who kept on fol-
lowing them but did not buy 

anything.
Dizon said after leaving 

the Watsons store, they went 
to the Hypermarket and again 
saw the same man who also 
did not buy anything which 
prompted them to leave imme-
diately.

He said he reported the in-
cident to the police.

Then again just recently 
on Nov. 7, at around 6:20 to 7 
in the evening at the SM City 

Clark, while Dizon was again 
with his daughter Michae-
la and an assistant he iden-
tifi ed as Mario B. Mallari eat-
ing inside the Champas Mexi-
can restaurant, they noticed a 
couple who sat near their ta-
ble and began taking pictures 
and videos of them.  “We were 
alarmed,” Dizon said.

But instead of confront-
ing them, he said he was ad-
vised by his daughter to just 
leave to avoid them. So, they 
stayed near the exit of the mall 
where they clearly saw one of 
the couple, the man who was 
earlier taking pictures and vid-
eos of them, follow them. But 
when he saw them just stand-
ing near the exit of the mall, 
the man went back inside the 
restaurant. “It is clear that he 
was following us…,” Dizon 
said.

Because of these incidents, 
Dizon said he again fears for 
this life and that of his family.

In a statement, Dizon said 
he is a shareholder and direc-
tor together with his siblings 
he identifi ed as City of San 
Fernando councilor Celestino 
S. Dizon, Erwin S. Dizon, and 
Lea D. Angeles, and his moth-
er Ludivina, in family corpo-

Jeff rey Dizon off ering P3-M reward for arrest of sniper that took a shot at him last 
March. P&!"  0$2' *+ " 

ration connected with several 
real estate projects in Pam-
panga and this city.

Dizon is the eldest among 
the children of the late Tomas 
D. Dizon and one of the heirs 
of vast estates here and in the 
rest of Pampanga estimated to 
be worth billions of pesos.

In March this year just be-
fore the lockdown due to the 
pandemic, Dizon called a 
press conference where he 
off ered the P3 million reward 
money for any information 
leading to the arrest of the al-
leged sniper in an attempt on 
his life.

Dizon said that apparently 
an unknown gunman shot him 
but missed and instead, hit the 
concrete wall near where he 
was standing.

Later, he said, it was de-
termined by the police inves-
tigation that the shot came 
from across the street and he 
was clearly the target. But the 
gunman missed because Di-
zon was moving around at the 
time of the shooting.

He said he also discovered 
three other bullet marks on the 
walls that came from a sniper 
rifl e. Dizon still has no suspect 
or suspects.

THINK
GREEN
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Zona Libre  Bong Z. Lacson

Opinion

AMPATUAN MASSACRE

11 years after, the quest
for justice continues

NOVEMBER 23, 2009. It will most certainly live in infamy as the day of “the single 
worst case of journalist killings in the world, in all of history” that is the Ampatuan 
Massacre. 

The worst political mass killing in the 
Philippines too – 58 fatalities, 32 of them media 
workers. 

In December last year, fi ve members of the 
Ampatuan clan were convicted of 57 counts of 
murder, including former Datu Unsay mayor 
Andal Jr. and his brothers former Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao governor Zaldy 
and former Shariff  Aguak mayor Anwar Sr. and 
sentenced to life in prison.

Their father, clan patriarch and former 
Maguindanao governor Andal Sr., died in 2015 
while in detention.

A total of 43 suspects were convicted while 
56 were acquitted. 

“This is momentous verdict should help 
provide justice to the families of the victims, and 
build towards greater accountability for rights 
abuses in the country,” hailed Phil Robertson, 
deputy Asia director of Human Rights Watch.

“Advocates should use this verdict to spur 
further political and judicial reforms to ultimately 
end the impunity that has plagued the country 
for far too long. More broadly, this verdict 
should prompt the country’s political leaders 
to fi nally act to end state support for ‘private 
armies’ and militias that promotes the political 
warlordism that gave rise to the Ampatuans,” 
he enthused. 

The landmark convictions notwithstanding, 
the quest for justice over the 2009 Ampatuan 
Massacre is far from over.

For one, appeals remain pending nearly a 
year after the decision rendered by Quezon 
City Regional Trial Court Branch 221 Judge 
Jocelyn Solis-Reyes.

Two, scores of suspects have remained 
at large, 15 of whom per court records, are 
surnamed Ampatuan. There lies the sum of 
all fears of families of the victims, moreso, the 
witnesses.

In September, Presidential Communications 
Operations Offi  ce Undersecretary Joel Egco 
who sits as executive director of Presidential 
Task Force on Media Security was reported 
in media to have “touted” the decision of 
UNESCO to classify the Ampatuan Massacre 
case as “resolved” in its Observatory of Killed 
Journalists and Director General’s Report on 
the Safety of Journalists.

This prompted 18 groups and over 100 
individuals, mostly human rights advocates 
and journalists, to write an appeal on the 
designation of the case, noting that one court 
decision “while a triumph of justice does not 
mean that the case is resolved,” citing the 
appeals and the remaining suspects who have 
yet to be arrested.

“This is the reason why the families of the 

32 journalists who perished, as well as the 
witnesses who testifi ed for the prosecution, 
continue to fear for their safety,” read the 
appeal letter. “As many are not enrolled in the 
Department of Justice’s witness protection 
program, and continue to live in their known 
communities, they remain exposed to possible 
retaliation and attacks.” 

In response, UNESCO deputy director 
general Xing Qu said they have maintained 
that the case will remain classifi ed as “ongoing/
unresolved” after they learned that appeals 
have been launched.

Qu said the classifi cation will remain “until 
such moment when a fi nal verdict is reached by 
the Philippine judicial system.”

Impunity 
Meanwhile, a Pangasinan-based radio 

commentator and columnist was gunned down 
by motorcycle-riding assailants only last Nov. 
10, four years after surviving a similar attempt 
on his life.

Virgilio Maganes, a commentator for radio 
station dwPR, was shot several times while 
walking near his house at Sitio Licsab, Barangay 
San Blas, Villasis town at around 6:45 a.m. and 
was pronounced dead-on-the-spot.

Maganes was also wounded by gunmen in 
a motorcycle on Nov. 8, 2016. 

The National Union of Journalists of the 
Philippines said Maganes was the 18th journalist 
to be killed under the Duterte administration, 
and the 190th since 1986.

No end to impunity. The search for justice 
continues.

So, we recall anew what we wrote here on 
the second anniversary of the massacre…

But there shall be no forgetting.
The mourning continues.
The struggle for justice remains unceasing.
The fi ght to end the culture of impunity that 

caused and eff ected the massacre unwavering.
Heed us then the call to arms: “Do not go 

quietly into that good night... Rage, rage against 
the dying of the light.”

To us the living is reposited that sacred 
duty until justice is done and the victims of the 
Ampatuan massacre, as well as all the martyrs 
in the cause of press freedom shall truly rest in 
peace…

Patuloy ang panaghoy, kaakibat ang 
pagpapaigting sa pakikibaka. Hanggang ang 
katarungan ay ganap na makamtan.

Ang paglimot sa adhikaing ito, ang paglihis 
sa tungkuling ito ay paglapastangan sa 
kadakilaan ng pagbuwis ng buhay ng mga 
martir ng Maguindanao.

…wala pa rin katapusan ang pagluluksa.

End the shadow 
pandemic of 

gender-based 
violence

VIOLENCE AGAINST women and girls is a 
global human rights challenge. The Covid-19 
pandemic has further exposed this issue as a 
global emergency requiring urgent action at 
all levels, in all spaces and by all people.  The 
social and economic fallout from the pandemic 
is disproportionately pushing women and girls 
into poverty, and the risk of violence against 
them is rising.

In April this year, I urged the international 
community to work to end the shadow pandemic 
of gender-based violence once and for all.  I 
reiterate and relaunch that appeal today.

The global community needs to hear the 
voices and experiences of women and girls 
and take into account their needs, especially 
survivors and those who face multiple and 
intersecting forms of discrimination.  We must 
also prioritize women’s leadership in fi nding 
solutions and engage men in the struggle.  

Action must involve predictable and fl exible 
funding for women’s rights organizations, who 
so often act as fi rst responders during crises.  It 
is critical that services for survivors of violence 
remain open, with adequate resources and 
measures in place to support health, social 
and justice responses.  

These measures should not only focus 
on intervening once violence against women 
has occurred. They should work to prevent 
violence occurring in the fi rst place, including 
through addressing social norms and power 
imbalances, and police and judicial systems 
need to increase accountability for perpetrators 
and end impunity.

On this international day, let us redouble 
our eff orts to eradicate gender-based violence 
forever.

(Message of UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres on 
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women, 25 Nov. 2020)
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Napag-
uusapan
Lang
Felix M. Garcia

The Public Pulse
Jun Sula

Opinion

‘Public service is a 
public trust’

ITONG isyu hinggil sa pagkasuspende

ni Mayor Punsalan, na bagong Alkalde

ng Sa Simon, at limang konsehal bale,

ng sisenta dias, posibleng dumoble;

Kundi ng posibleng di na makabalik

sa puesto kapagka ang isa pang ‘complaint,’

na isinampa sa Ombudsman ng ‘Offi  ce

of the Vice Mayor’ ang sa kaso nanaig.

Mabigat ang isyu na kinakaharap

ng butihing mayor, konsehal at lahat

na ng sangkot sa biniling propriedad,

na napabalitang triple ‘over priced’; 

Maliban sa hindi nasunod ang tamang

proseso sa ating Sangguniang Bayan,

sa pagkabili riyan ng lupang naturan,

na maanomalya ang pamamaraan.

Kaya kung hindi man personal interes

ni Mayor at nitong limang konsehales,

ang sa presyo nito ang siyang nag-‘over priced,’

imposibleng ‘heirs’ yan ng yumaong Reyes.

(Na silang tunay na may-ari ng lupa

at ibang karatig na hanggang ngayon nga,

di pa rin matiyak kung sino rin yata

ang ‘lawful heirs’ ng laong namayapa).  

Saan na nga kasi sila nakakita

na ‘to follow’ itong aprub na adyenda

ng resolusyong pirmado itong lima,

gayong di nga n’yan aktual na nakita?

At saka ano ang pagkakaalam

ng iba r’yan hinggil sa pinipirmahang

mga dokumenton gaya ng pambayan,

na tama ba itong ‘to be followed’ nga yan?

Mali si Kaka kung siya ang nagsabi

na ‘last page’ lang dapat ang pirmado bale;

Kung yan ang akala, eh di lahat  puede

palang palitan ang nilalaman pati !

Di ko sinasabing may balak mandaya

itong sino pa mang diyan nag-akala,

na ito’y ‘lawful’ na proseso, di kaya

sila’y absent nang sa iskul ituro nga? 

 Sa naging takbo ng mga pangyayari

at pagkat-sangkot ng butihing Alkalde,

walang maipapayo si abang ‘yours truly,’

kundi ipagtanggol ang mga sarili.

Lalo’t ang naturan  kwenta suspek pa lang

kumbaga sa isang virtual na kriminal,

na hangga’t siya ay di mapatunayang

nagkasala walang dapat panagutan.

‘Being public servant,’ kaakibat lagi

itong sa gampanin ay maging masuri

nang di matukso sa ano pa mang uri

ng gawaing minsan mahirap tumanggi.

Kasi, sanhi nitong tama’t malinis ka

at matapat pati sa pakikisama,

pero nang dahil sa udyok nitong iba  

 banal ka man, ikaw ay magkakasala;

Bunsod na rin nitong isang kasabihan,

na kung sino raw ang laging kasamahan,

ng sinuman, gaya kung ya’y magnanakaw,

gayon din ang tingin sa kanya ng tanan?!

Can’t the President be nice?
 

EVERY PERSON is either a pessimist or an optimist --- either looking at a glass 
half-empty or half- full, following the erstwhile philosophic of Harry Roque, the 
spokesman for the president or himself vis-a-vis Vice President Leni Robredo.

But John Maxwell, popular author of Christian 
motivational books that sometimes sound 
like Machiavelli was an invisible co-author, 
expounds that a leader has a distinction with a 
diff erence: he adjusts the sails, presumably or 
logically as the winds change direction.

President Duterte’s seems fi xed, that is, 
temperament- wise. More than four years 
into his term that approaches the fi nish line, 
his default disposition has been the same 
throughout: temper, tantrum or threat.

He rarely does speak softly and carry a big 
stick, as one former American counterpart did; 
he thunders on and bludgeons his critics along 
the way. His voice alone and no other, except 
the choir echoes.

Did I say critics? More like the opposition 
which are one and the same, just as a neighbor 
and an enemy could be, as G.K. Chesteron, 
remarked in the wise, which makes theology of 
loving both likened to one’s tooth being pulled 
by a malpracticing dentist.

That explains probably why Duterte is 
having a hard time showing even the a little 
kindness to his, well, critics, well-meaning or 
not. Besides, it’s hard to determine who’s who 
really. As a veteran lawyer, though, Duterte 
can easily distinguish between an alibi and an 
excuse. The former is a crutch, the latter is a 
wheelchair. He thinks his critics or opponents 
are political PWDs walking or standing on 
wooden legs. Great real, boys or girls!

In fairness, the President is not a misogynist, 
as his critics would easily label him. He’s not. 
By using their same argument, you might as 
well call him a misandrist as well. Between a 
women hater and a man-hater, the issue should 
not be resolved by quantity alone or number.

Solita Monson, a Duterte non-fan, may be 
right. Duterte strikes others as a misogynist 
because more women than men get his 
blowback because more women than men 
obviously are at odds with him, whether it’s 
about politics or about psychology, about being 
a bully or boorish.

That means for every two Leni that get 
under his skin, there’s only one Chel Diokno 
that ruffl  es his feather the wrong way. Dick 
Gordon sometimes joins the fray, but it’s 
more aberration but that’s immediately self-
correcting. There’s the imbalance that wrongly 
tips the balance in favor of the fairer sex over 
the stronger one. St. Paul must be turning in his 
grave at the gender usurpation.

Duterte loves women, no doubt about that. 
He has indicated publicly this desire several 
times in the past, albeit inappropriately at times. 
You can’t blame him for that. Some men are 

terribly clumsy at trying to express their deepest 
emotions to their opposite without poisoning 
them with the worse, not better, angels of their 
nature. It’s Abraham Lincoln’s theology, and 
Duterte would have none of that. Ignorance is 
bliss.

The simple lesson: you don’t cross Duterte’s 
path or cross-sword with him, whether man or 
woman, for any reason at all, you’re in good 
shape. You break that, you become Chel, Leni 
and Leila, following the route of the superlatives, 
southward and slippery.

Once upon a time, Duterte even admired the 
Veep’s beautiful legs. And he made that public. 
Leni probably got the creeps after that, the 
same way Princess Diana felt when she met the 
future U.S. president Donald Trump. She was 
vindicated, given Trump’s later braggadocios 
that he had his way with women of all types, 
those with royal robes or simply disrobing for a 
song. Wolves in sheep’s garb.

With less than two years into Duterte’s 
retirement, the jury is still out as to whether he 
is either a pessimist or an optimist, a misogynist 
or a misandrist. History will take care of that. 
And Duterte knows that victors write it.

That’s fair caveat as the country heads into 
the 2022 elections, Duterte knows all too well 
what’s at stake.

In the meantime, Duterte would do well to 
try listening less to the devil who whispers to 
him every now and then that his Veep is just a 
spare tire. It’s unconstitutional. She’s the next 
best person to lead this country in case he 
doesn’t cross the fi nish line in time.

Which means, he must do everything 
within his power to equip her for the job and 
edify her for the challenges that no one man 
or one woman alone can do. You can never 
underestimate the power of prayer of the next 
person for the job, especially backed up by 
Catholics. Even in heaven, majority rules.

Doing otherwise, as he unmistakably has 
shown so far, is great disservice to the nation, 
and to his offi  ce.

It’s the Christmas season, and the proverbial 
Santa is checking twice who’s naughty or nice. 
When he’s in town, the President had better 
behave. For one, we need million doses of 
the anti-COVID 19 vaccine far more than 
our shallow pocket can aff ord contrary to the 
ongoing political advertisements.

For once, Duterte can be nice. Politics 
being the art of the possible, don’t be surprised 
at all. Rene Saguisag, a dilawan and critic, 
still hopes for some kind of redemption for his 
fellow Bedan. He says that as a patriot, not as 
a partisan.
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NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of TERESA GONZALES BAMBAO 

who died intestate on April 12, 2017 in Angeles City executed an Affi  davit of 
Extrajudicial Settlement with Sale on her estate, more particularly described as 
a parcel of land (Lot 20, Blk. 14 of the consolidation/subd. plan Pcs-03-13834, 
being a portion of Lots 9-11, Blk. 1, Lots 11-12, 24-25, Blk. 3, Lots 1-9, Blk. 4, 
Lots 14-15, 29-30, Blk. 5, Lots 16-17, 34-35 Blk. 6, Lots 18-19, 38-39, Blk. 7, 
Lots 21-22, 44-45, Blk. 8, Blk. 29, Lots 1-27, Blk. 30, Lots 1-23, Blk. 31, Lots 
1-3, 5-21, Blk. 32, Road Lots 1-14, of the subdivision plan) situated in Barangay 
of Pampang, City of Angeles and covered by Transfer Certifi cate of Title No. 
045-2012003816 in the Registry of Deeds for Angeles City, before Notary Public 
Rodolfo S. Uyengco as per Doc No. 1829, Page No. 7, Book No. LXVIII, Series 
of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 9, 16 & 23, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of spouses ALFREDO M. LEONCIO 

and LOLITA C. LEONCIO who died intestate on October 22, 2014 and January 
9, 1995, respectively, in the City of San Fernando, Pampanga executed an 
Affi  davit of Extrajudicial Settlement with Waiver of Rights on their estate, more 
particularly described as their rights and interest on a Housing Allocation (house 
and lot) from the Mt. Pinatubo Commission-Housing Urban Development 
Coordinating Council (MPC-HUDCC), now National Housing Authority, 
identifi ed as 28th St., Phase II, Block 86 Lot 09, Madapdap Resettlement Project, 
Mabalacat City, Pampanga, before Notary Public John Manuel B. Bautista as 
per Doc No. 299, Page No. 60, Book No. XLII, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 9, 16 & 23, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of OSCAR DAVID PABUSTAN SR. 

who died intestate on May 12, 2017 in Angeles City executed an Affi  davit of 
Extrajudicial Settlement with Waiver of Rights on his estate, more particularly 
described as a Housing Unit located at Blk. 109, Lot 20, Northville 15, Cutud, 
Angeles City, with improvements thereon, before Notary Public Edmond V. 
Dantes as per Doc No. 314, Page No. 64, Book No. I, Series of 2017.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 9, 16 & 23, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of spouses BENITO R. CUENCO 

and AGNES CASTRO CUENCO who died intestate on July 23, 2018 and 
October 11, 2001, respectively, executed an Affi  davit of Extrajudicial Settlement 
on their estate, more particularly described as follows:

1. A parcel of land, with improvements thereon, located in Barrio San 
Roque, Marikina City, Metro Manila covered by Transfer Certifi cate 
of Title No. 354860;

2. A parcel of land located in Brgy. Sta. Rita, Concepcion, Tarlac 
covered by Transfer Certifi cate of Title No. 222370; and

3. A parcel of land located in Brgy. Sta. Rita, Concepcion, Tarlac 
covered by Transfer Certifi cate of Title No. 310346;

before Notary Public Myla M. Matic as per Doc No. 100, Page No. 21, Book No. 
VI, Series of 2018.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 16, 23 & 30, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of ROSENDO CANTOS TOLENTINO 

who died intestate on March 23, 2005 in Angeles City executed an Affi  davit of 
Extrajudicial Settlement with Sale on his estate, more particularly described as 
a parcel of land (Lot U, of the subdivision plan Pcs-03-000222 (AR) being a 
portion of Lot 7, 8, 9, 11 to 17, 19, 21 and 23, Block 30, (LRC) Pcs-5403, L.R.C. 
Rec. No. ) with improvements thereon, situated in the Barrio of Pampang, San 
Nicolas and Lourdes, City of Angeles and covered by Transfer Certifi cate of Title 
No. 120818, before Notary Public Orlando R. Pangilinan as per Doc No. 674, 
Page No. 42, Book No. LXII, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 23, 30 & December 7, 2020

NOTICE OF SELF-ADJUDICATION
Notice is hereby given that REMEDIOS PAMINDANAN MERCADO, 

Filipino, married to Arnaldo Bondoc Mercado, resident of 313 Broadway, Marisol 
Village, Angeles City and sole heir of spouses ANDRES MACAPAGAL 
PAMINDANAN and RUFINA GALANG PAMINDANAN who died intestate 
on December 3, 2007 and June 18, 2005, respectively, both in Angeles 
City, executed an Affi  davit of Self-Adjudication with Deed of Sale on their 
estate, more particularly described as a parcel of land (Lot 25, Block 10-C 
of the consolidation-subdivision plan (LRC) Pcs-1077, being a portion of the 
consolidation of Blocks 21-27, 30-32, and Road Lots 12-22, Psd-49971, and 
Block 10, Psd-46477, LRC Rec. No. 124) situated in the Municipality of Angeles, 
Province of Pampanga and covered by Transfer Certifi cate of Title No. 30854 in 
the Registry of Deeds for the City of Angeles, before Notary Public Rodolfo S. 
Uyengco as per Doc No. 1954, Page No. 32, Book No. LXVIII, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 23, 30 & December 7, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of DANILO LAYAG DIZON who died 

intestate on July 23, 2020 in the City of San Fernando, Pampanga executed an 
Affi  davit of Extrajudicial Settlement on his estate, more particularly described as 
a Joint Savings Account at the BDO, SM City Pampanga B Branch with Account 
Number 002480317567 under the Account Name Danilo Dizon and Edna Dizon, 
before Notary Public Gener C. Endona as per Doc No. 481, Page No. 98, Book 
No. 60, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 23, 30 & December 7, 2020

Leading the signing 
are Angeles City May-
or Carmelo Lazatin Jr., 
Angeles City Vice May-
or Vicky Vega-Cabigting, 
NLEX Corporation Vice 
President for Asset Man-
agement Jennifer Jane 
T. Go and NLEX Cor-
poration Assistant Vice 
President for Operations 
Management West D. 
Dionisio.

“More modern-day 
heroes are turning up 
every time there is a 
need to protect our com-
munity and help others. 
And I am glad to see 
that we continue to pro-
vide malasakit even be-
yond our borders. This 
is something we should 
also celebrate about,” 
Eisma added.

The Subic agency will 
observe its founding an-

SBMA sets simple rites for 28th anniversary

NLEX, AC ink traffi  c management pact
The City is current-

ly encountering traffi  c 
congestion, especially 
during peak hours, due 
to increase in traffi  c vol-
ume and economic activ-
ities.

Under the deal, both 
parties shall implement 
measures around the 
traffi  c management zone 
to ease traffi  c concerns 
and enhance the safe-
ty and security of mo-
torists and pedestrians 

alike. These include the 
deployment of traffi  c per-
sonnel, improvement of 
service time at the toll 
plaza, clearing of side-
walks, and prohibition of 
illegal parking, loading/
unloading, and jaywalk-
ing aff ecting the NLEX 
traffi  c fl ow.

The agreement also 
involves regular consul-
tation between the two 
parties on plans and pol-
icies that may aff ect the 

area.
In 2018, NLEX has 

augmented the Angeles 
Toll Plaza with two entry 
lanes and one exit lane, 
bringing the total toll 
lanes to 10. It has also 
completed a traffi  c im-
pact study incorporating 
planned mixed-use and 
infrastructure develop-
ments in the area to de-
velop traffi  c engineering 
strategies thus improve 
mobility in the City. 

F��� ���! 1 niversary this month 28 
years after the US Navy 
withdrew from the former 
US Naval Base on No-
vember 24, 1992. This 
impelled then Olongapo 
mayor and now Senator 
Richard Gordon, along 
with 8,000 volunteers, 
to protect the $8-billion 
worth of property left by 
the US Navy in Subic.

On the same day, 28 
years ago, the US Navy 
helicopter carrier USS 
Belleau Wood sailed out 

of Subic Bay with the 
last remaining Navy per-
sonnel and their depen-
dents, thus leaving Subic 
solely in the hands of Fil-
ipinos for the fi rst time.

Since then, the Subic 
Bay Freeport became a 
self-sustaining special 
economic zone area that 
catalysed more invest-
ment and employment 
opportunities alike.

The SBMA was cre-
ated as the government 
agency to manage the 

Subic Bay Special Eco-
nomic and Freeport 
Zone under the Repub-
lic Act 7227, also known 
as the Bases Conver-
sion and Development 
Act of 1992, that was 
passed by the Philippine 
Congress on March 13, 
1992.

As of June 2020, the 
Subic Bay Freeport is 
home to a total of 3,349 
business enterprises 
which employed a total 
of 140,282 workers.

nonperforming assets, 
which will be converted 
into additional revenues 
for the government,” 
CIAC President Aaron 
Aquino said.

He added that the 
appraisal is needed to 
determine the market 
value of these facilities 
and to ensure a just 
and effi  cient real prop-
erty valuation system 
benefi cial to the gov-
ernment.

CIAC starts asset disposal, real property...
F��� ���! 1 The CIAC chief said 

the appraisal commit-
tee, led by two CIAC 
vice presidents, Irish 
Calaguas of the oper-
ations group, and Nan-
cy Paglinawan of the fi -
nance offi  ce, along with 
property management 
staff  and a licensed 
third-party appraiser, 
were instructed to in-
spect and create an up-
dated database of CI-
AC’s real property, facili-
ties and equipment.

Clearing operations 

have started in areas 
around buildings, includ-
ing idle facilities, along 
with engineering works 
and identifi cation of 
market value of all struc-
tures within the aviation 
complex.

Aquino noted that 
leasable lands with or 
without buildings need 
to be appealing to an in-
vestment hub like Clark.

The public bidding 
for CIAC’s unservice-
able assets such as ser-
vice vehicles, various 

information technolo-
gy equipment, machin-
ery, and offi  ce fi xtures 
and furniture will be an-
nounced on the agen-
cy’s website.

The civil aviation 
complex managed by 
CIAC is home to the pri-
vately-run Clark Interna-
tional Airport, as well as 
the mixed-use business 
district Clark Global City, 
and currently around 45 
locators in cargo and 
aviation-related busi-
nesses. –CIAC-CCO

gency or similar situation 
in an area of the country. 
For this purpose, the law 
defi nes ‘Basic necessi-
ties’ are goods vital to 
the needs of consumers 
for their sustenance and 
existence, but not lim-
ited to, rice, corn, root 
crops, bread; fresh, dried 
or canned fi sh and other 
marine products; fresh 
pork, beef and poultry 
meat; fresh eggs; pota-
ble water in bottles and 

DTI reminds sellers of price freeze
F��� ���! 1 containers; fresh and 

processed milk; fresh 
vegetables and fruits; 
locally manufactured in-
stant noodles; coff ee; 
sugar; cooking oil; salt; 
laundry soap and deter-
gents; fi rewood; char-
coal; household liquefi ed 
petroleum gas (LPG) 
and kerosene; candles; 
drugs classifi ed as es-
sential by the Depart-
ment of Health and such 
other goods as may be 
included by law.

Because of this, 

those found to artifi cially 
raise the prices of goods 
shall be penalized under 
the Price Act. Penalties 
on illegal price manipu-
lation such as hoarding, 
profi teering and cartel 
range from Php 5,000 to 
Php 2 Million depending 
on the gravity of the of-
fense. 

The DTI is regular-
ly monitoring the prices 
of basic necessities and 
prime commodities to 
be able to document the 
prevailing prices, which 

are the basis for deter-
mining whether there is 
illegal price manipula-
tion.

Regional Director Ju-
dith P. Angeles noted 
that concerned citizens 
can call the Consumer 
Hotline of DTI - 1-384, 
to report any violation of 
the Price Act. Consum-
ers can also follow and 
send a message at the 
Facebook page of DTI 
Philippines or email DTI 
at consumercare@dti.
gov.ph.

ed the province for its 
accomplishment both 
in the fi rst and second 
round of the SPKP pro-
gram given the chal-
lenges brought by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

He added that the 
province has been cited 
as the “most improved 
coverage” for vaccinat-
ing more than 150, 000 
children.

“Pampanga has 

DOH lauds Pampanga Gov’t for...
F��� ���! 1 achieved 90 percent 

of the province’s target 
coverage of 258, 572 for 
the second round of im-
munization. It’s a great 
accomplishment for the 
province and we real-
ly appreciate the eff orts 
of the provincial govern-
ment in our program,’’ 
he said.

Penafrancia Yalung, 
Provincial National Im-
munization Program 
(NIP) coordinator, said 
Governor Dennis “Del-

ta” Pineda, Vice Gover-
nor Lilia “Nanay” Pine-
da and the Sangguni-
ang Panlalawigan has 
pledged full support to 
the program to ensure 
that no Kapampangan 
child is left unvaccinat-
ed.

“The more patak, the 
more protection. Gover-
nor Delta wants to boost 
the protection of our 
children especially now 
that we are facing a pan-
demic,” she said.

Vice Governor Nan-
ay, currently the act-
ing governor, received 
the certifi cate on behalf 
of Gov. Delta. She also 
thanked the DOH for the 
help given to the prov-
ince.

The second round of 
the SPKP program com-
menced last Septem-
ber 14. It aims to further 
strengthen the health of 
the children against the 
poliovirus. – Luisse Ru-
tao/Pampanga PIO

Republic of the Philippines
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR OFFICE

Province of Pampanga
Mabalacat City

Publication Notice
R.A. 10172

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
In Compliance with the publication requirement and pursuant to OCRG 

Memorandum Circular No. 2013-1 Guidelines in the Implementation of the 
Administrative Order No. 1 Series of 2012 (IRR on R.A 10172) Notice is hereby 
served to the public that ASHLEY KEITH MACATUNO DESEAR has fi led 
with this Offi  ce, a petition for correction of entry in the sex from “MALE” to 
“FEMALE” in the Certifi cate of Live of Birth of her minor daughter ASHLEY 
KEITH MACATUNO DESEAR at Mabalacat, Pampanga and whose parents 
are ARNAIZ IMBUIDO DESEAR and ADELITA TURLA MACATUNO.

Any person adversely aff ected by said petition may fi le his/her written 
opposition with this offi  ce not later than seven (7) days after the completion of 
the publication period.

                VICTOR TERRY A. MEDINA
                   CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR

FOR THE CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR
    GLENDA A. JARIN
                    Administrative Offi  cer III

Punto! Central Luzon: November 23 & 30, 2020 
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Holistic Living
Riza Shanti Lim

NOTICE OF SELF-ADJUDICATION
Notice is hereby given that LOURDES C. PROCTER, widow, Filipino, 

resident of Purok 5, Dau 1st, Lubao, Pampanga and sole heir of JOHN 
GRAHAM PROCTER who died intestate on November 9, 2014 in Pampanga 
executed an Affi  davit of Self-Adjudication on his estate, more particularly 
described as parcels of land (Lot 6-B-1 and Lot 6-B-3) located at San Roque, 
Dau 1st, Lubao, Pampanga and covered by Transfer Certifi cate of Title No. 
679170-R, before Notary Public Miguelito S. Pama as per Doc No. 62, Page No. 
14, Book No. 8, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 9, 16 & 23, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of EDWIN PUNZALAN CORTEZ 

who died intestate on September 13, 2020 in Mexico, Pampanga executed an 
Affi  davit of Extrajudicial Settlement on his estate, more particularly described as 
motor vehicles, to wit:

(1) MV FILE NO. : 1380-00000912632
 CHASSIS NO. : PAEVB5NMHHB010258
 MOTOR NO. : 4D56AAR9868
 MAKE : MITSUBISHI
 PLATE NO. : NCB1089

(2) MV FILE NO. : 1301-00000585593
 CHASSIS NO. : MMSFE4257FR101312
 MOTOR NO. : K10BS1039870
 MAKE : SUZUKI
 PLATE NO. : 130103

(3) CHASSIS NO. : PAEA13TXHA003212
 MOTOR NO. : 3A92UHA0769
 MAKE : MITSUBISHI
 PLATE NO. : B3E402

(4) CHASSIS NO. : NCP92-9055076
 MOTOR NO. : 2NZ-6269964
 MAKE : TOYOTA
 PLATE NO. : UIA125

(5) CHASSIS NO. : BC1751-B51828
 MOTOR NO. : BC175AEB54471
 MAKE : KAWASAKI

before Notary Public Gener C. Endona as per Doc No. 514, Page No. 109, Book 
No. 60, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 9, 16 & 23, 2020

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
Notice is hereby given that the heirs of FELIX CAYSIDO who died 

intestate on June 24, 2011 in San Juan, Metro Manila executed an Affi  davit of 
Extrajudicial Settlement with Sale on his estate, more particularly described as 
a parcel of land (Lot 19, Block 17 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-148087 (Sheet 
No. 1), being a portion of Lot 3178 of the Cad. Survey of San Fdo., LRC Cad. 
Rec. No. 145) with improvements thereon, situated in the Bo. of San Jose, Mun. 
of San Fdo., Prov. of Pamp., Is. of Luzon and covered by Transfer Certifi cate of 
Title No. 256687-R, before Notary Public Bryant R. Canasa as per Doc No. 683, 
Page No. 88, Book No. IV, Series of 2020.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 9, 16 & 23, 2020

Republic of the Philippines
Regional Trial Court
Third Judicial Region

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
Hall of Justice Building

City Hall Compound, Angeles City

PACITA D. DE LEON,
 Plaintiff /s. 

         -versus-     CIVIL CASE NO. 09-2823

AMADO T. DIZON,
 Defendant/s.

x-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------x
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

WHEREAS, by virtue of the Writ of Execution dated 18 February 2016, 
issued in the above-entitled case by the Hon. ROCHELLE SANTOS MANUEL, 
Presiding Judge, 6th Municipal Circuit Trial Court of Mabalacat and Magalang, 
Mabalacat, Pampanga, commanding the undersigned Sheriff  to cause the said 
Writ of Execution, by virtue of the Decision of the Court dated 22 August 2011, 
to seize the goods and chattels of the said defendant and cause to be made, 
the amount of Php200,000.00 representing the outstanding obligation plus 
interest of 6% per annum. After the judgment becomes fi nal and executory until 
obligation is satisfi ed, the amount due shall further earn interest at 12% per 
annum, the amount equivalent to 10% of the total amount claim as reasonable 
attorney’s fees, the cost of suit and other incidental expenses incurred in 
connection with the Writ of Execution;

AND THEREFORE, the undersigned Sheriff  on the 3rd day of March, 
2016, levied and execute whatever rights, interests and participation defendant 
AMADO T. DIZON, might have over the following parcel of land with all the 
improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TCT NO. 85338-R-Angeles City
“A parcel of land (Lot 27, Blk. 4 of the subd. plan Psd-25790, 

sheet 2, being a portion of Lot 2, Blk. 9 described on plan Psd-16067, 
GLRO Cad. Rec. No.), situated in the Bo. of Dau, Mun. of Mabt., Prov. 
of Pamp. x x x containing an area of THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY 
FIVE (375) SQUARE METERS more or less x x x

NOW, THEREFORE, for the satisfaction of the said sum of money and 
in compliance with the Writ of Execution, upon formal request by the plaintiff , 
the undersigned hereby gives notice and announces that on the 14th day 
of December 2020, at 10:00 o’clock in the morning at the Offi  ce of the Clerk 
of Court, Regional Trial Court, Hall of Justice, Angeles City, will sell at public 
auction the above-mentioned parcel of land to the highest bidder for Cash and 
in Philippine Currency.

Notice of Sheriff ’s Sale will be posted in the public places of Mabalacat, 
Pampanga and will be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
Province of Pampanga and Angeles City, once a week for two (2) consecutive 
weeks.

Interested bidders/buyers may investigate for themselves the above-
mentioned parcel of land for their information and protection.

Angeles City, 13 November 2020.
     
      CLAUDE B. BALASBAS
                             Sheriff  IV

Copy furnished:

Mrs. Pacita de Leon
Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga

MR. AMADO T. DIZON
Blk. 70, Lot 69 B and 71 B,
Dungca Ave., Xevera Subd.,
Calibutbut, Bacolor, Pampanga

PUNTO! Central Luzon: November 16 & 23, 2020 

Squisito Risotto
SINCE INTERNATIONAL tourism is not yet allowed at this moment, there are things that 
we could do to experience the world. One of them is to journey through food. 

Aside from being well known as the fashion 
capital of the world, Milan, Italy produces the best 
risotto in the planet, says a dear friend, Emilio Mina, a 
Milanese (Italians from Milan), who used to be in the 
fashion business and the owner of Caruso Ristorante 
– the famous high-end Italian restaurant frequented 
by socialites, located in Makati.

Risotto is an Italian rice dish, cooked in a special 
broth, prepared in a specifi c way, to make the 
rice al dente and the texture creamy. My forever 
favorite among all the risotto dishes, which is subtle 
yet celestial and nutritious, is Risotto ai Fungi or 
Mushroom Risotto. 

Ingredients: 20 g dried porcini mushrooms 
(alternative-fresh portobello), 1 liter vegetable stock, 
2 tablespoons olive oil, 20 g butter, 1 small onion 
(fi nely chopped), 2 cloves garlic (crushed), 385 g 
risotto rice or black sticky rice, 250 g fl at mushrooms, 
pinch of nutmeg, ½ cup grated parmesan cheese, 
3 tablespoons parsley (fi nely chopped), salt and 
pepper to taste.

Preparation: Soak the porcini mushrooms for 30 
minutes in boiling water. Drain and fi nely chop the 
porcini, strain and reserve the liquid. Pour the stock 
into the saucepan and bring to boil. Reduce the heat, 
cover with a lid and simmer.

Using another pan, heat the olive oil and butter 
in a saucepan. Add the onion and garlic, cook until 

soft (do not burn).  Stir in the rice until it is well 
coated. Throw in the fresh mushrooms and nutmeg. 
Season and cook, stirring every 1-2 minutes. Add the 
chopped porcini and their liquid. Increase the heat 
until all the liquid is absorbed.

Add ½ cup of the stock and stir constantly over 
medium heat. Continue adding the stock slowly until 
all liquid is absorbed, the rice is tender and creamy 
(add more stock if needed).

Turn off  the heat, spoon out the dish on to the 
plates, sprinkle freshly grated parmesan cheese 
generously and hefty of parsley -  a great tonic herb 
for the kidneys. Makes 4 servings. 

Each platter of this squisito (exquisite) risotto, 
empowers your body with mighty antioxidants and 
anti-infl ammatory substances acquired from the 
porcini and parsley. While the grains (riso) build 
up your energy system, the Parmigiano- Reggiano 
(parmesan) guarantees your bones’ strength. 
Whereas the allium sativum (garlic), allium cepa 
(onion) and olive extract pirouette in unison to secure 
your heart’s health. 

If you are adventurous and want to add more 
ingredients, you may do so. After all, nothing can go 
wrong when you cook from the fl ame of your heart 
and sunny mindset.

Buon appetito.
Namaste. 

THE MOST wonderful time of 
the year is here and, once again, 
Quest Plus Conference Center 
Clark welcomed the holidays with 
a bang. As the home of the PBA 
bubble 2020, hotel General Man-
ager Michael Gapin opened this 
year’s Christmas season with PBA 
Commissioner Willie Marcial in a 
memorable event last November 
19 that is truly one for the books. 

In their Christmas messages 
during the event, at the festive-
ly decorated lobby of the hotel, 
Gapin and Marcial both expressed 
their gratitude to the staff  of Quest 
Plus Clark. 

“Maraming salamat po sa mga 
staff , sa mga tao ng Quest, sa 
patuloy na serbisyo niyo sa amin. 
Pasensya na po kayo sa kakuli-
tan namin at madaling araw na 
kayo nakakatulog.” said Commis-
sioner Marcial. 

Gapin adds that the PBA bub-
ble has been a blessing to the ho-
tel. “The PBA season 45 has been 
a sign of hope to the Philippines, 
to the basketball-loving Filipinos 
all over the world, and to us, your 
Quest Family. During this pan-
demic, it has been a struggle for 
the hospitality industry to keep the 
businesses at bay. I would like to 

Quest Plus Clark, PBA celebrates 
Christmas inside the Bubble

take this opportunity to thank you 
for choosing us. Please know that 
you will always have a home in 
us,” Gapin shares. 

The night ended with a Christ-
mas video participated in by the 
Quest Plus Clark staff  and the 
PBA delegation, from the players 
to the referees, singing the APO 
Hiking Society’s Christmas Clas-
sic “Tuloy na Tuloy Pa Rin Ang 
Pasko”. 

Experience Christmas at Quest 
Plus Conference Center Clark! 
Visit www.questhotelsandresorts.
com/clark or call (045) 599 8000 
to book your holiday stay now. 

PBA deputy commissioner Eric Castro, PBA commissioner Willie Marcial, QPCC GM Michael 
Gapin and EAM Mabel Roman. C !"#$%&"'( *+ " 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
PROVINCE OF PAMPANGA

MUNICIPALITY OF BACOLOR
OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

Fax & Tel. No. (045) 901-0619 

EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN 
OF BACOLOR, HELD ON OCTOBER 28, 2020 AT SB SESSION HALL, POBLACION, BACOLOR, 
PAMPANGA

PRESENT: 
Hon. Wilfredo H. Balingit       Presiding Offi  cer/Municipal Vice-Mayor 
Hon. Emily Batac-Valerio   Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Joel D. Samia    Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Ener C. Lampa   Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Nilo M. Caballa   Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Voltaire J. San Pedro   Sangguniang Bayan Member
Hon. Danlohp D. Danganan   PPSK President/Ex Offi  cio Member

ABSENT:
Hon. Ron Earvin E. Dungca   Sangguniang Bayan Member/Pro Tempore
Hon. Lucky Ferdinand V. Labung  Sangguniang Bayan Member
Hon. Ariel C. Sta. Cruz   Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Jo Derek P. Hizon   LnB President/Ex Offi  cio Member

Ordinance No. 11, S-2020
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A PROPER SEPTAGE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF BACOLOR, PAMPANGA, PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION 
THEREOF AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Sponsor: Hon. Ener C. Lampa - Chairman, Committee on Public Utilities

Be it ordained by the Sangguniang Bayan of the Municipality of Bacolor, Province of Pampanga, 
in session assembled, upon motion of Hon. Ener C. Lampa duly seconded by Hon. Voltaire J. San 
Pedro

SECTION 1. Title. This Ordinance shall be called the “Septage Ordinance of the Municipality of 
Bacolor, Pampanga.”

SECTION 2. Declaration of Polices. In consonance with the Clean Water Act of 2004 that pursues 
a policy of economic growth in a manner consistent with the protection, preservation and revival of 
the quality of our water and other related laws, particularly Section XVII of the Code on Sanitation of 
the Philippines (PD 856), the New Local Government Code (RA 7160) – Section on Environmental 
Services and the Water District law (PD 198), the Municipality of Bacolor shares in the responsibility 
of managing and improving the quality of water within its territorial jurisdiction. Towards this end, 
the Municipality declares as its policy to require all households, public and private commercial 
establishments to have proper septage treatment or septage management.

The Municipality shall declare its policy for any use of water and its discharge of any waste water that 
no “spent water” shall be reintroduced to the environment unless properly treated; that the user of any 
water shall be held responsible to treat the same.

SECTION 3. Scope and Application. The following structures within the Municipality of Bacolor, 
Pampanga that shall use water and produce waste water with permanent or prolonged eff ect to the 
environment are covered by this Ordinance: 

a. All residential structures including, but not limited to, apartments, houses and/or lands on 
which another’s dwellings are located and used for residential purposes and shall include 
not only buildings, parts or units thereof used solely as dwelling places, boarding houses, 
dormitories, rooms and bed spaces off ered for rent by their owners, and also those used 
for home industries, retail stores or other business purposes if the owner thereof and his or 
her family actually live therein and use it principally for dwelling purposes;

b. Commercial establishments, including, but not limited to, restaurants, convenience stores, 
hard wares, malls, groceries, markets, carwash, condominiums, motels, hotels, hostels, 
resorts, recreational establishments, auto-repair shops (“talyer”), poultries and livestock 
rearing establishments, and the likes;

c. Industrial establishments, including, but not limited to, factories, manufacturing plants, and 
the likes;

d. Government structures including, but not limited to, barangay halls, government offi  ces, 
and the likes;

e. Institutional structures, including, but not limited to, schools, colleges and universities, 
hospitals, churches, recreational facilities, cemeteries and the likes;

f. Buildings, structures or businesses that have on-site waste water treatment facilities 
approved by the Municipality and the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB-DENR) 
shall be exempted from this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. Defi nition of Terms.  As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall mean:

a. Cease and Desist Order (CDO) – A written order sent by the proper authority to an 
individual or business entity commanding such party to stop an activity purportedly in 
violation of a law or ordinance 
(“cease”) and not to take it up again later (“desist”). The order may also warn that if the 
recipient does not stop the specifi ed conduct or take certain actions within the deadline set 
therein, such party may be sued.

b. Combined Drainage System – if in existence, refers to the conveyance of wastewater 
from the drainage through the interceptor lines going to the Septage Treatment Plants;

c. DENR – refers to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources;

d. Desludger – refers to a person or business entity duly licensed to undertake desludging of 
septage and who has met the qualifi cations to undertake this service.

e. Desludging – refers to the process of cleaning or removing the accumulated domestic 
septage from septic tanks;

f. DILG – the Department of the Interior and Local Government;

g. DOH – the Department of Health;

h. Drainage - artifi cial pipes, open canal or conduits provided by the LGU for carrying fl ood 
water (no sewage nor wastewater shall pass through drainage systems);

i. Effl  uent – a general term denoting any wastewater, partially or completely treated or in its 
natural state, fl owing out of a drainage canal, septic tank, building, manufacturing plant, 
industrial plant, treatment plant, and the likes;

j. Food Establishment – refers to any structure used by persons engaged in food business;

k. EMB – refers to the Environmental Management Bureau of the DENR;

l. Human excreta – refers to the human waste composed of urine and feces;

m. Hygienic Septic Tank – refers to a water-tight septic tank with no opening/s at the bottom 
slab so as not to allow the leaching of liquid or solid wastes to the surrounding soil or 
ground water;

n. BWD – refers to Bacolor Water District;

o. BPLO – refers to Business Permit and Licensing Offi  ce

p. Pre-Treatment Facility - refers to any apparatus or equipment used to modify the 
characteristics of effl  uent prior to a wastewater disposal system, and includes grease 
traps, oil separators, dilution pits and similar devices;

q. Septage – refers to a combination of scums, sludges and liquid wastes from household 
septic tanks, thickened and partially treated sewage removed from septic tanks;

r. Septage Management – also known as “desludging,” it involves the deposit of the 
household’s sewage to a properly designed septic tank and collected by a desludging 
truck going to a Septage Treatment Plant (SpTP);

s. Septage Treatment Plant – refers to a series of structures purely for the process of 
treating septage in order to comply with the DENR effl  uent standards;

t. Septic Tank – refers to a water-tight receptacle that receives the discharge of a sanitary 
plumbing system, or parts thereof, and is designed and constructed to accomplish the 
sedimentation and 
digestion of the organic matter in the sewage within the period of detention or retention to 
allow the liquid to discharge to a leaching fi eld, sewer lines, a combined sewerage network 
or directly to a secondary wastewater treatment facility, in accordance with the standards 
set forth by the Revised National Plumbing Code of the Philippines;

u. Sewage – refers to any wastewater containing human, animal or vegetable waste matter 
in suspension or solution, including human excreta and urine and may possibly contain 
liquids consisting of chemicals in solution;

v. Sewer or Sewer Lines – refers to artifi cial pipes or conduits provided by the water utilities 
for carrying sewage and wastewater;

w. Sewerage Disposal System – refers to the proper disposal of effl  uent using either a 
Sewerage System, Combined Drainage System or Septage Management, whichever is 
required or accepted by existing environmental laws and policies;

x. Sewerage System – involves the collection of sewage from households which will be 
conveyed through the sewer pipelines going to a Sewage Treatment Plant or STP. 

y. Sludge – refers to a solid particle of domestic sewage which settles at the bottom of the 
sedimentation tank, and is digested by anaerobic bacteria purely from domestic sources; 

z. Special establishment - including industrial, laundry, slaughter houses, dairies, poultries, 
piggeries, mining, hospitals, clinics, funeral parlors, laboratories and other similar 
establishments. (Based on the Sanitation Code of the Philippines)

aa. Wastewater Treatment Plant – refers to a series of structure that processes the treatment 
of sewage, mostly from domestic origin, but may include pre-treated liquid wastes from 
industries and similar establishments and may also accept the treatment of septage, 
provided there are facilities for accepting and pre-treating it; and

ab. Water Utilities – include water concessionaires, local water utilities, and other accredited 
water and wastewater services providers.

SECTION 5. Septage Management System. For purpose of this Ordinance, septage management 
refers to the comprehensive programs for managing septic tanks and the procedures for desludging, 
transporting, treating and disposing of septic tank contents. The Municipality of Bacolor shall abide 
by the following septage management principles:

a. Untreated excreta from residential areas without septic tanks and untreated wastewater 
from commercial, industrial, institutional and public establishments shall not be allowed to 
be discharged to open drainage canals or piped drainage systems;

b. All buildings and structures, whether residential, commercial, industrial, governmental and 
institutional, shall be required to have proper septage management system which shall 
provide, among others, that:

 i. All residential structures shall have hygienic septic tanks;
 ii. All commercial and industrial establishments and hospitals shall have hygienic 

septic tanks or wastewater treatment facility based on the determination of the 
DENR and/or DOH;

 iii. All governmental and institutional structures, except hospitals, shall have hygienic 
septic tanks or wastewater treatment facilities based on the number of individuals 
regularly occupying the structure. If there are 212 occupants or less, these 
structures should have a hygienic septic tank; otherwise, they shall be required to 
have wastewater treatment facilities; and

 iv. Commercial, industrial, governmental and institutional structures that are required 
to have wastewater treatment facilities shall have operational wastewater treatment 
facilities either on-site or by service off -site.

c. No wastewater shall be discharged to waterways without any proper treatment;

d. All food establishments (e.g., restaurants, eatery, food chains, and the likes) are not 
allowed to discharge organic and inorganic wastes unless they have oil and grease traps 
installed in their respective kitchen areas; and 

e. All septic tanks must be accessible at all times. 

SECTION 6. Proper Septage Disposal System Requirements. All residential, commercial, 
industrial, institutional and governmental establishments in the Municipality, both old and new, are 
required to have proper septage disposal systems based on the principles set forth in Section 5 
hereof.

a. For existing structures:

(a) Owners of existing septic tanks that are not accessible for desludging are 
required to repair or upgrade their tank so it can be desludged. If repairs are not 
possible, such owners are required to build a new septic tank that will comply 
with the provisions herein;

a.1. The cost of repair and upgrading shall be borne by the owners.

a.2. Communal or shared septic tanks can be used alternatively whenever feasible, 
particularly for existing clustered structures that are highly densed and 
lack adequate land space. The design and manifest of ownership and joint 
maintenance shall go through an approved process as determined by the 
Municipality.

 i. Large Scale commercial, industrial and institutional establishments are 
required to have wastewater treatment facilities in accordance with the DENR 
laws. These should comply with such requirement within one (1) year from the 
eff ectivity of this Ordinance; and

 ii. No business owner shall be issued a renewed business permit unless he/she 
has obtained the necessary clearances and permits such as compliant septic 
tanks, discharge permits and environmental sanitation clearances as may be 
prescribed by existing laws or as may be required by the DENR, and/or DOH 
and its instrumentalities.

b. New structures:

 i. No building permit shall be issued for residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional and governmental structures unless the design of the hygienic septic 
tank or wastewater treatment facility in the building plan conforms with existing 
environmental laws and policies; and 

 ii. No Large scale, commercial and agro-industrial business owner shall be issued new 
business permit unless he/she has obtained the necessary clearances and permits 
such as compliant septic tank, discharge permits and environmental sanitation 
clearances as may be prescribed by existing laws or as may be required by the 
DENR, and/or DOH and its instrumentalities.
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SECTION 7. Design and Construction of Septic Tanks. All septic tanks shall be designed and 
constructed in accordance with the standards set forth by the National Building Code (Chapter IX, 
Sections 901 and 903) thereof and as prescribed by the Revised National Plumbing Code of the 
Philippines and Chapter XVII of the Code of Sanitation of the Philippines, including proper sizing and 
layout, and the criteria set forth below:

7.1. It shall be designed to produce an effl  uent consistent with approved engineering and 
environmental standards.

7.2. It shall be built on solid, durable materials and shall be watertight.  Materials shall 
conform to applicable Philippine material standards.

7.3. It shall not be constructed under any building and not within twenty-fi ve (25) meters 
from any existing source of water supply.

7.4.   It shall be divided into three compartments.

7.5.  Adequate venting shall be provided with use of ventilating pipes not less than 50mm 
in diameter.

7.6. There shall be at least one maintenance hole for each compartment with a minimum 
side dimension of 500mm. Manhole covers shall be designed with durable and fully 
coated or non-corrosive handles for easy lifting.

7.7. Outlet from septic tank:  The design, construction and location of structures 
receiving effl  uent from septic tanks shall conform to the Revised Plumbing Code of 
the Philippines.

SECTION 8. Desludging of Septic Tanks. Septic tanks require desludging when the tank is half-
fi lled or once every 5 years, whichever comes fi rst. 

 8.1.  The Municipal Septage Management Committee shall conduct regular inspection 
of septic tanks scheduled for desludging.

 8.2.  The Municipal Septage Management Committee shall keep a record of all owners/
administrators of buildings, facilities and structures who have/have not desludged 
their septic tanks, those that are inaccessible, those that do not have septic tanks 
and those that do have water-sealed toilets and other data that may be deemed 
necessary by the municipality.

 8.3.   The Municipal Septage Management Committee shall implement and adhere 
to the rules and regulations set forth by the DOH and EMB-DENR in handling, 
transporting, treatment and disposal of septage,

 8.4.   The municipality shall strictly implement an accreditation system and operational 
guidelines for private desludging service providers that would like to operate in the 
municipality.

 8.5.   The Municipal Health Offi  ce shall Issue Sanitary Permits for all treatment and 
collection facilities and develop their own procedures for periodic inspection of 
facilities and equipment and training program for septage workers.

SECTION 9. Right of Entrance and Inspection. – No person, after being duly notifi ed, shall interfere 
with or obstruct the entrance to any premises, establishment, dwelling unit or vessel, of the proper 
municipal offi  cials or their duly authorized representatives in the discharge of their offi  cial functions 
under this Ordinance.

SECTION 10. Regulation on Desludgers. Only DENR and/or DOH-accredited entities complete 
with permits shall be allowed to provide septage collection and transport services. Collected septage 
shall only be disposed and treated in a DENR and/or DOH-accredited disposal or treatment facilities 
with pertinent permits.

Liquid and/or solid materials removed from septic tanks shall be transported only by a municipal, 
DOH/DENR-accredited septage hauler or pumper to the approved septage treatment facility 
pursuant to the regulations prescribed by the DOH and EMB-DENR. Unless otherwise provided 
by law, no septage hauler or pumper shall be allowed to collect, transport and upload or dispose of 
septage in other places, including bodies of water, agricultural fi elds and the drainage system within 
the Municipality.

SECTION 11. Permitting Requirements. All entities applying for Business Permits are required to 
secure Sanitary Permits from the Municipal Health Department, Environmental Sanitation Clearances 
from the DOH, and other pertinent permits as may be deemed necessary and as part of the 
requirements for the issuance of building permits and annual business licenses from the Municipality.

SECTION 12. Creation of the Municipal Septage Management Committee. There shall be created 
a Municipal Septage Management Committee (MSMC) which shall be composed of the following: 

Chairman: Municipal Mayor or his duly authorized representative
Secretariat Municipal Health Offi  cer
Members:  ABC President
   SB Chairman on Health & Sanitation
   SB Chairman on Environment
   SB Chairman on Public Utilities
   Municipal Planning and Development Coordinator
   Municipal Engineer
   Municipal Treasurer
   Municipal Licensing Offi  cer
   Municipal Environmental and Natural Resources Offi  cer
   Bacolor Water District
   Representative, Environmental Management Bureau (EMB-DENR)
   Representative, DOH (Center of Health & Development)
   Non-Government Organization

SECTION 13. Functions of the Committee. The Septage Management Committee shall have the 
following functions: 

a. The Municipal Septage Management Committee shall oversee the conduct of a survey of 
all properties and premises in coordination with barangay offi  cials to determine if a septic 
tank is present, and if it is accessible for desludging.

b. To accredit and license private septage or desludging service providers or waste water 
treatment facilities.

c. To receive and hear complaints from residential owners and issue decisions.

d. If septic tank is not present or it is inaccessible for desludging, the Municipal Septage 
Management Committee shall serve notices of non-conformance to the provisions of this 
Ordinance to the owners/administrators, or occupants. At this time, information on proper 
methods of complying with this Ordinance will be disseminated. 

e. The Municipal Septage Management Committee or its authorized representatives in 
coordination with the deputized barangay offi  cial shall be permitted to visit properties 
for the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing. A prior 
notice shall be given property-owners to facilitate inspection and provide assistance to the 
Septage Management Committee or barangay representatives. 

f. For those property owners, administrators or occupants served with notices of con-
conformance, a compliance period shall be set by the property owners, administrators 
or occupants and the Septage Management Committee. The compliance period shall be 
based on the proper installation of an acceptable septic tank of which design is specifi ed in 
this Ordinance and by national law.

g. For new developments, the occupancy permit issued by the building offi  cials shall serve 
as certifi cate of compliance until the Municipal Septage Management Committee conducts 
another round of inspection. 

h. The Municipal Septage Management Committee shall plan and implement an information 
and education program on wastewater management and the septage management 
system. 

i. Maintenance of Database – Coordinate with the Municipal Planning and Development 
Offi  ce in the formation and maintenance of a robust database of the list of all homeowners 
with/without hygienic septic tanks and with the Municipal Business Processing and 
Licensing Offi  ce for the database of all business establishments with/without adequate 
wastewater treatment facilities;

j. Transportation of Septage – Coordinate the record implementation of an accreditation 
system, in consonance with the rules and regulations set forth by DENR-EMB and DOH, 
and follow existing operational guidelines set forth by the DENR/DOH for the handling, 
transportation, treatment and disposal of septage for private desludging service providers 
who intend to operate in the Municipality; 

k. Issuance of Sanitary Permits – Coordinate the issuance of sanitary permits for all septage 
treatment and collection facilities, and development of a protocol for periodic inspection of 
such facilities, including but not limited to equipment, training programs, and safety;

l. Enforcement on Septage Management – Adopt policies in the proper enforcement 
of septage management system and imposition of penalties for non-disconnection or 
disconnection and illegal septage tapping into drainages; 

SECTION 14. User Fees and Funding Options. Fees for desludging and septage treatment for 
all residential, commercial, industrial, governmental and institutional structures serviced by water 
utilities shall be paid for by the owners.

The Municipality may appropriate or raise funds to subsidize the necessary expenses for the 
operation and management of septage/sewage in the municipality through appropriate local property 
taxes and enforcement of a service fee system. If the Municipality pursues the establishment of a 
wastewater treatment facility in the near future, it can seek funding assistance from both local and 
foreign sources, either public or private, through mutual agreements, subject to existing accounting 
and auditing rules and regulations.

SECTION 15. Prohibited Acts. The following acts are prohibited:

a. Refusal to remodel or re-structure non-compliant septic tanks
b. Refusal to desludge as required by this Ordinance;
c. Littering, throwing or dumping of waste matters, septage and untreated wastewater 

in public places such as roads, parks, drainages, canals, rivers, and other natural and 
artifi cial waterways and other open areas, or causing or permitting the same;

d. Desludging and transporting of septage without the necessary permits and accreditation 
from the authorized permitting agencies; and

e. Hiring or availing the services of illegal/non-accredited desludger or transporter by any 
person or establishment to desludge septic tanks or dispose of their wastewater; 

SECTION 16. Monitoring and Evaluation. The Municipal Septage Management Committee shall be 
required to evaluate the compliance of septage management facilities one (1) year after the eff ectivity 
of this Ordinance. All these facilities must conform to the standards of the DENR-EMB, and/or DOH.

The same committee shall come-up with an annual list of violators to be posted in three (3) 
conspicuous places and in the local government website, if any. The same list shall be submitted to 
the Municipal Treasurer and the BPLO for the imposition of appropriate penalties, copy furnished the 
Municipal DILG Offi  ce.

SECTION 17. Penalties. Any owner or user of residential, commercial, industrial, governmental, 
and institutional structures who fails to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance shall incur the 
following fi nes and penalties for every violation:

a. For Residential Homeowners

 i. First Off ense – Attendance in a seminar on the Municipal Septage Management 
Program and issuance of a Notice of Violation (NOV);

 ii. Second Off ense – Fine of P1,000.00 and rendition of Environment-Related 
Community Service;

 iii. Succeeding Off enses – Fine of P2,500.00 and/or imprisonment of not less than 
one (1) day nor more than six (6) months, or both such fi ne and imprisonment at 
the discretion of the court, and Environment-Related Community Service.

b. For Business Owners/Special establishment (including industrial, laundry, slaughter 
houses, dairies, poultries, piggeries, mining, hospitals, clinics, funeral parlors, laboratories 
and other similar establishments)

 i. First Off ense – Fine of P1,500, issuance of NOV and attendance in a seminar on 
the Municipal Septage Management Program; and

 ii. Succeeding Off ense/s – Fine of P2,500.00 and/or imprisonment of not less than 
one (1) day nor more than six (6) months, or both such fi ne and imprisonment at 
the discretion of the court, and issuance of a Cease-and-Desist Order (CDO) as 
herein defi ned.

In the case of a residential building or household, the penalty shall be imposed on the head of the 
family or household. If the violator is a juridical person, the penalty of imprisonment, attendance 
in seminar and/or rendition of community service, as the case may be, shall be imposed on the 
President, Manager, Executive Offi  cer or person responsible for its operations.

Violators shall be assessed annually to monitor their compliance. Likewise, continued violation shall 
merit the imposition of increasing penalties for each assessed violation. 

The municipality shall post in its bulletin board and website the names of persons or entities who violate 
this Ordinance for more than two (2) times. Failure to comply with the herein provisions shall result 
in the revocation, cancellation or non-renewal of business permits for commercial establishments.

SECTION 18. No-Contest Provision. – For the purpose of effi  cient implementation of this Ordinance, 
it is hereby provided that any person, natural or juridical who is apprehended or cited for violation 
of any of its  provisions and who does not wish to contest the same and is willing to pay voluntarily 
the fi ne imposed upon him/her and/or to perform the required attendance in a seminar or rendition 
of community service prior to the fi ling of formal charge with the proper court, shall be allowed to pay 
said fi ne with the Municipal Treasurer’s Offi  ce and/or perform the aforesaid activities in order to avoid 
being criminally prosecuted pursuant to this Ordinance.

SECTION 19. Separability Clause. In the event that any part or provision of this Ordinance is held 
unconstitutional or invalid, other parts or provisions not otherwise aff ected shall remain in full force 
and eff ect.

SECTION 20. Repealing Clause. All other ordinances or provisions thereof inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed or modifi ed accordingly.

SECTION 21. Eff ectivity. This Ordinance shall take eff ect after its publication in a newspaper of local 
circulation.

APPROVED.

I HEREBY CERTIFY, to the correctness of the foregoing ordinance.   

 
     VICENTA PAGCU-PINEDA
     Secretary to the Sanggunian
ATTESTED:

HON. WILFREDO H. BALINGIT
Presiding Offi  cer/Municipal Vice Mayor

APPROVED:
     

     HON. EDUARDO G. DATU, GEO.,MPM
     Municipal Mayor
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ANGELES CITY – As a testament to 
continued success in business and ser-
vice, Converge Information, Commu-
nications and Technology (Converge 
ICT) Solutions founder and CEO Den-
nis Anthony H. Uy has been bestowed 
the Master Entrepreneur Award by the 
Asia-Pacifi c Enterprise Awards (APEA) 
for 2020 on Friday.

The award is given to “outstanding 
entrepreneurs who have demonstrat-
ed exemplary attributes that help them 
serve as role models for other emerg-
ing entrepreneurs.”

This came on the heels of Uy’s 
back-to-back Asia CEO awards last 
October - Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award and Converge ICT’s Circle 
of Excellence Technology Company 
award, as well as the company’s ap-
pearance as a fi nalist in the CX Asia 

Excellence Awards.
“The awards are a testament to 

Converge’s philosophy of innovating 
with purpose,” said Uy.

Converge ICT’s continuing success 
can be attributed to its sound funda-
mentals and business strategy accord-
ing to Clark Investors and Locators As-
sociation president Francisco Villanue-
va who made the statement shortly af-
ter Converge’s initial public off ering in 
the Philippine Stock Exchange.

Converge has announced that it is 
on track to meet its goal with its P29 
billion capital expenditure (capex) pro-
gram in the next year and a half.

Converge chief fi nancial adviser Mi-
chael Vukovich said in an earlier report 
“the company plans to deploy about 
P29 billion or $600 million of capex 
over the next 18 months to roll out its 
network to tens of thousands of com-
munities across the Philippines.”

AC’s Dennis Uy bestowed 
Master Entrepreneur Award



P
U

N
T

O
! 

C
E

N
T

R
A

L
 L

U
Z

O
N

 •
 N

O
V

E
M

B
E

R
 2

3
 -

 2
8
, 
2
0
2
0
 •

 M
O

N
D

A
Y

 -
 S

A
T

U
R

D
A

Y

13

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
PROVINCE OF PAMPANGA

MUNICIPALITY OF BACOLOR
OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

Fax & Tel. No. (045) 901-0619

EXCERPTS  FROM THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN OF BACOLOR, HELD 
ON OCTOBER 2, 2019 AT SB SESSION HALL, POBLACION, BACOLOR, PAMPANGA

PRESENT: 
Hon. Wilfredo H. Balingit         Presiding Offi  cer/Municipal Vice-Mayor
Hon. Ron Earvin E. Dungca    Sangguniang Bayan Member/Pro Tempore
Hon. Emily Batac-Valerio     Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Lucky Ferdinand V. Labung    Sangguniang Bayan Member
Hon. Joel D. Samia     Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Ariel C. Sta. Cruz     Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Ener C. Lampa     Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Nilo M. Caballa     Sangguniang Bayan Member 
Hon. Voltaire J. San Pedro    Sangguniang Bayan Member
Hon. Danlohp D. Danganan    PPSK President/Ex Offi  cio Member
Hon. Jo Derek P. Hizon     LnB President/Ex Offi  cio Member

ABSENT:
NONE

Ordinance No. 13, S-2019

AN ORDINANCE ENJOINING ALL BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS, INVESTORS, CONTRACTOR AND THE LIKE 
TO HIRE A MINIMUM OF 40% OF THEIR WORKFORCE FROM QUALIFIED AND BONAFIDE RESIDENTS OF THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF BACOLOR, PAMPANGA

Author & Sponsor: Hon. Joel D. Samia
Chairman, Committee on Cooperative, Livelihood and Labor & Employment

WHEREAS, Section 18 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that the State affi  rms labor as a primary social economic 
force and as a consequence it shall protect the rights of workers and promote their welfare; 

WHEREAS, the Labor Code of the Philippines, in its declaration of basic policy, includes not only protection to labor but 
promoting full employment and ensuring equal work opportunities regardless of sex and creed;

WHEREAS, Section 5 Article II of 1987 Philippine Constitution provides the state shall promote a just and dynamic social 
orders that will ensure the property and independence of the nation and free the people from poverty through policies that 
provides adequate social services promote full employment a rising standard living, and improved quality of life. 

WHEREAS, Republic Act Numbered Sixty-Six Hundred and Eighty-Five (RA 6685) has further reinforced the forgoing 
provisions by requiring private contractors to whom national, provincial, city and municipal public works projects were 
awarded  under contract to hire at least 50% of skilled labor requirements from the respective locality within which these 
projects are to be undertaken. 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Government of Bacolor aims to uplift the standard of living of its constituents by generating 
employment and enticing income generating activities for its constituents particularly those who are qualifi ed, and able-
bodied citizens by taking the cudgels of enjoining investors to hire a certain percentage of employees from bonafi de residents 
of Bacolor, Pampanga.

WHEREAS, it is the commitment of the Municipal Government to promote and provide full employment opportunities to all 
its qualifi ed and able-bodied residents.

WHEREAS, after public consultations and committee hearings conducted for the purpose by the Sangguniang Bayan 
Committee on Livelihood and Cooperative, this Ordinance would practically help solve the municipalities unemployment 
problems.

NOW THEREFORE, be it enacted by the Sangguniang Bayan, in session assembled that:

Section 1. Title. This Ordinance shall be known and cited as “BACOLOR SUSTAINABLE EMPLOYMENT ORDINANCE 
OF 2019”.

Section 2. Defi nition of Terms. As used in this Ordinance, the following terms shall mean:

2.1 Business establishments – refers to companies or franchises and branches of all the establishments, and all other 
similar establishments that undertake organized production or rendering services with the end in view of gaining profi t. 

2.2 Capitalization – refers to the paid-up capital in the case of a corporation and total invested capital in the case of a 
partnership or single proprietorship. 

2.3 Commercial Establishments – refer to all private-owned establishments with capitalization of at least Thirty Million 
Pesos (P30,000,000.00) the addresses or business operations of which are located within the territorial jurisdiction of 
Bacolor such as malls, department stores, boutiques, food processing industries, food chains, manufacturing or assembly 
plants, depots, machine shops, fi shing industries, security agencies, banks, pawnshops and other similar lending or fi nancial 
agencies, schools, hospitals, transport services, hardware stores, insurance companies and other similar pre-need or post-
need enterprises, cooperatives, establishments providing services, i.e., law or accounting fi rms, and such other similar or 
related profi t oriented businesses. 

2.4 Public Works – refer to all infrastructure programs, projects or activities such as the construction or repair of roads, 
bridges, public school buildings, government housing programs or projects, government centers ,public terminals, wharves, 
airports , plazas, water or irrigation systems, electrifi cation projects, and such other similar forms of construction projects 
including those implemented by non-government organizations (NGOs) or peoples organizations (POs) whereby funds 
for which were taken from government coff ers: Except, consultancy services requiring exceptional or technical expertise, 
scientifi c projects of highly technical nature, and all forms of defense and military installations including those to be undertaken 
by the engineering corps of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). 

2.5 Rank and File employees – refers to those employees who are under the direct supervision and control of a supervisor, 
and shall not include those employees who are occupying position classifi ed as having recommendary powers, or those with 
the power to recommend to management, the exercise of management prerogatives, as defi ned in the Labor Code of the 
Philippines. 

2.6 Skilled Labor – refers to any occupations that typically requires a fair amount of education or training over a period of 
time and that satisfactory performance of which requires the application of expertise such as that of a plumber, electrician, 
mechanic, mason, commercial driver, carpenter, technician, painter, ironworker, information technology technicians, computer 
programmers, medical technologists, supervisors, managers, engineers, accountants, physicians, teachers or other similarly 
related professions. 

2.7 Unskilled Labor – refers to any occupation not falling within the nature or scope of skilled labor such as but not limited to 
that of a janitor, waiter, security guard, messenger, hairdresser, beautician, masseur, secretarial or clerical staff , receptionist, 
helper, merchandiser, salesperson or other similarly related works. 

Section 3.  Purpose – This Ordinance is enacted for the following purposes:   

3.1 To minimize if not totally eradicate unemployment within the municipality and provide opportunity to earn a clean and 
honest living;

3.2 To uplift the standard of living of Bacoloreños by generating unemployment and enjoying income generating activities 
particularly those who are qualifi ed and able-bodied citizens by taking the cudgels of enjoining investors to hire a certain 
percentage of employees from bonafi de Bacoloreños;

3.3 To promote and provide full employment opportunities to all qualifi ed and able-bodied bonafi de residents of the 
Municipality of Bacolor, Pampanga. 

Section  4.  General Provision. 

4.1 All owners, operators, managers or contractors of commercial establishments and public works falling under the coverage 
of the preceding are hereby required to employ at least 40% of their unskilled and skilled human resources from qualifi ed 
bonafi de local residents of the municipality. 

4.2 Notice of Labor Requirements. It shall be the obligation of such owners, operators, managers, or contractors of commercial 
establishments and public works concerned to formally notify in writing the Offi  ce of the Municipal Mayor, the Offi  ce of the 
Municipal Engineer and the Municipal Public Employment Service Offi  ce (PESO) of their respective demands for human 
resources in pursuit of the provisions of Section 3 hereof. 

4.3 It shall be the obligation of such owners, managers, operators of commercial establishments concerned that are already 
subsisting in the municipality at the time this Ordinance shall have taken into eff ect to, within one (1) year thenceforth and 
by way of options, reorganize their respective human resource components so as these shall become ultimately compliant 
with the foregoing provisions. 

4.4 It shall be unlawful for any such owners, operators, managers or contractors concerned to take advantage of the 
foregoing provisions or any provision of this Ordinance to promote or facilitate the commission of any act which violates the 
constitutional rights of workers or any of the provisions of Presidential Decree 442 (As amended), otherwise known as “The 
Labor Code of the Philippines,” Republic Act Numbered Seventy-One and Ninety-Two (RA 7192), otherwise known as the 
“Women in Development and Nation Building Act,” or other related laws, rules and regulations which prohibit the commission 
of unfair labor practices.

Section 5. Coverage - This Ordinance shall fi nd application to the following:

5.1 All business establishments, companies and industries engaged in manufacturing or rendering service in the ordinary 
course of trade or business;

5.2 All business establishments employing ten (10) or more rank and fi le employees;

5.3 All business establishments that are located within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality of Bacolor but under 
agreement with any service or employment agencies or contractors that are located in the municipality. To this notwithstanding, 
they shall be subject to observe the minimum forty percent (40%) manpower requirement of this ordinance. Such business 
establish shall require the service agency to provide applicants/employees who are residents of Bacolor, Pampanga. 

Section 6. Local Procedural Requirements for the Implementation of the Provisions of RA 6685

The Offi  ce of the City Engineer together with the incumbent chairperson of the Municipal Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 
established pursuant to Republic Act Numbered Ninety-One Hundred and Eighty-Four (RA 9184), otherwise known as “The 
Government Procurement Reform Act,” shall be chiefl y and jointly responsible to carry out the citywide implementation of the 
pertinent provisions of Republic Act Numbered Sixty-Six Hundred and Eighty-Five (RA 6685) and, in pursuit thereof, shall:

61. Make sure that the requirements set forth under Section 4 and 5 thereof in relation Department Order No. 51, series of 
1990 or the “Guidelines for the Implementation of the Provisions of Republic Act RA 6685 issued by the Department of Public 
Works and Highways (DPWH) are strictly complied with in all public works contract to be implemented in the city;

6.2 Check whether the foregoing requirements are also observed accordingly in all subsisting DPWH-funded projects, 
programs, or activities in the city which are being implemented or subcontracted pursuant to DPWH Department Order Nos. 
137 and 137-A, all series of 1999 or the “Guidelines for the Implementation of DPWH project by LGUs;”

6.3 Ensure that Sections 4 and 5 of RA 6685 shall be expressly stipulated as among the major obligations to be accomplished 
by the implementing agency in any upcoming Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to be entered into pursuant to DPWH 
Department Order Nos. 137 and 137-A, all series of 1999 or the “Guidelines for the Implementation of DPWH project by 
LGUs;”

“RA 6685 (December 1988) - An act requiring private contractors to whom national, provincial, city and municipal public works 
projects have been awarded under contract to hire at least fi fty percent (50%) of the unskilled and at least thirty percent (30%)  
of the skilled labor requirements to be taken from bonafi de residents in which the projects are to be undertaken.

6.4 Cause the fi ling of appropriate charges to any contractor found to have violated the provisions of RA 6685 pursuant to 
Section 6 thereof without prejudice to the fi ling of other charges for violation of this Ordinance or other applicable laws,, rules 
and regulations;

6.5 Permanently blacklist any such contractor whom appropriate charges shall have been fi led in court for violation of the 
provisions of RA 6685.

6.6 Subject to the approval of the Offi  ce of the Municipal Mayor, execute such other related programs, projects, or activities 
which are incidental to the effi  cient and eff ective implementation of the foregoing provisions. 

Section 7.  Security of Tenure:

7.1 This Ordinance recognizes the right of existing employees to security of tenure in establishments that are already 
operating within the municipality. Business establishments operating outside this municipality six (6) months immediately 
preceding the eff ectivity of this ordinance and which subsequently transfer their operations in the Municipality of Bacolor, 
Pampanga after this Ordinance had took eff ect, shall also be entitled to the same recognition herein stated.
 
7.2 If the establishments referred to in the immediately preceding section subsequently increased their manpower or replaced 
the employees who were dismissed or removed due to business expansion or due to vacancies in several positions by 
reason of retirement, resignation, removal, retrenchment or other similar events, the qualifi ed applicants who are residents 
of Bacolor, Pampanga shall be given preference in acceptance for employment until the forty percent (40%) requirement 
have been satisfi ed of substantially complied. provided that, if there no qualifi ed applicants who are residents of Bacolor, the 
employer shall have the right to employ non-residents;

7.3 Newly established companies that are about to set up their operations in the municipality after the eff ectivity of this 
Ordinance shall strictly comply with this manpower requirement.

Section 8.  Proof of Residence – Voter’s Identifi cation Card or Income Tax Return fi led or any written statement under oath 
showing the complete address, in the absence of the former shall be requirement in accepting a person for employment for 
rank and fi le positions. Provided, that the present address of the applicant must have resided in Bacolor, Pampanga for at 
least one (1) year as certifi ed by the Punong Barangay concerned. 

Section 9. Agency and Offi  ce In-Charge – The Public Employment Service Offi  ce of Bacolor, Pampanga shall be the 
offi  ce in charge of enforcing this Ordinance. 

Section 10. Reportorial Requirements – The business establishments that already exist and have been established prior to 
the passage of this Ordinance shall be required to submit a yearly report embodying a complete list of its employees before 
the issuance of business permit. The subject report shall be submitted to the Public Employment Service Offi  ce, Bacolor, 
Pampanga. 

Section 11. Rules on the Issuances of Business Permits and Licenses – The Public Employment Service Offi  ce and the 
Offi  ce of the Business Permits and Licenses are hereby recommended to promulgate rules/regulations on the issuance of 
business licenses and permits, subject, but not limited, to the following:

11.1 Submission of the list of the rank-and-fi le employees which include thee proportion of the Municipality off  Bacolor 
residents employed therein to the non-residents;

11.2 Nature of business of the employer/business establishment;

11.3 Information required to be stated in the list of employees;

a. Age of the particular employee
b. Present Address
c. Number of years of service of the employer
d. Present position, brief description of the duties and responsibilities of the employee;
e. Updated list of the retired, retrenched, removed or resigned employees and the list of the persons who replaced 

them. 

Section 12. Penalty Clause – Any business establishments found guilty of violating the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
be liable as follows:

12.1  For First Off ense – Reprimand that includes an explanation under oath and in writing why the Ordinance 
was violated.

12.2  For Second Off ense – A fi ne of Two Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (P2,500.00) and a stern warning; and

12.3  For Third Off ense – non renewal of business permit

Section 13. Separability Clause – If for any reason/s, any provision of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional and or 
illegal, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be aff ected and shall therefore, be in full force and eff ect. 

Section 14. Repealing Clause – Local Ordinances, Resolutions, Orders, Rules and Regulations that are inconsistent with 
this Ordinance are hereby repealed, modifi ed or amended accordingly. 

Section 15. Eff ectivity Clause – This Ordinance shall take eff ect after two (2) weeks from the date a copy thereof had been 
posted in bulletin board at the entrance of the Municipal Building and in at least two (2) conspicuous places in the municipality.  

APPROVED.

I HEREBY CERTIFY, to the correctness of the foregoing ordinance.     
             

 
     VICENTA PAGCU-PINEDA
     Secretary to the Sanggunian
ATTESTED:

HON. WILFREDO H. BALINGIT
Presiding Offi  cer/Municipal Vice Mayor

APPROVED:
     

     HON. EDUARDO G. DATU, GEO.,MPM
     Municipal Mayor
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ANGELES CITY — When 
a door closes, another one 
opens — and that is how Pro-
tech Solutions owner Joy 
Cabral started her compa-
ny during the height of the 
Covid-19 lockdown in May. 

Cabral, 29, a business 
management graduate of 
UP Diliman, used to work for 
Wyeth and Abbott here as a 
medical representative and 
territory manager. Being the 
eldest among four siblings, 
Cabral was determined to pro-

STARTING UP A BUSINESS AMID THE PANDEMIC

Protech Solutions: One-stop shop for 
Covid essentials, medical supplies

vide for and support her family.
Despite the setbacks and 

dilemmas that aff ected her per-
sonal and professional career 
all at the same time, Cabral is 
driven to come through and 
yield results – notwithstanding 
the current economic down-
turn by starting her own med-
ical equipment and supplies 
trading company and adapt to 
the current situation.

According to Cabral, her 
connections and network from 
her previous job helped her 
launch her business as she 
purveys high quality medical 

supplies and equipment for 
clinics, hospitals, and medical 
professionals.

“I ventured into medical 
supplies because I want to pro-
vide the lowest possible cost 
for the target market and have 
accessible medical needs to 
everybody especially during 
this pandemic,” Cabral said.

“I also want to continue in 
this fi eld since I already have 
the network and background. 
I have contact information of 
the doctors that I can use in 
a good way to penetrate the 
market,” she added. 

Protech Solutions trades in 
medical supplies and equip-
ment nationwide. It off ers all 
Covid essential items such 
as PPEs, face masks, face 
shields, alcohol, rapid test kits, 
antigen kits, respirators, UV 
lights and UV bags, humidi-
fi ers, vaccines, vitamins and 
food supplements. 

Protech Solutions also ca-
ters products from personal 
use to hospitals grade, private 
companies, and clinics. It also 
off esr services administered 
by licensed doctors and nurs-
es like mobile vaccination ser-

vices, fl u shots, and pneumo-
coccal vaccines.

“We can match the price in 
the market today, or even low-
er ours than the current prices. 
Our aftersales support is also 
an advantage. We don’t just 
sell our products, it is more 
than that because we believe 
in long term partnership with 
our clients,” Cabral shared.

For complete product list 
and other inquiries, visit Pro-
tech Solutions via Facebook. 
They currently deliver in Luzon 
and NCR, or via Shopee for Vi-
sayas and Mindanao. 

Protech Solutions owner Joy Cabral.
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Department of Transportation and 

Communications
LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING 

AND REGULATORY BOARD
Regional Offi  ce No. III

City of San Fernando, Pampanga

Application for Extension of Validity of a
Certifi cate of Public Convenience to operate 
a PUJ service.

R-EV-PJ-2020-j-2015-00345
EMERLINDA A. PEREZ
                    /Applicant 

x-------------------------------------------------------x
SECOND NOTICE OF HEARING

Applicant is a grantee of a Certifi cate of 
Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service 
for the transportation of passengers and freight 
on the route CHECK POINT – HOLY ANGEL 
UNIVERSITY (Angeles City) and vice versa 
with the use of one (1) unit/s, which certifi cate 
is valid up to October 5, 2020. In the application 
fi led on October 5, 2020. Applicant request to 
Extension of Validity of said Certifi cate with the 
use of the same number of unit authorized.

NOTICE is hereby given that this Application 
will be heard by this Board on at December 
1, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. at its Offi  ce at the above 
address.

Applicant is hereby ordered to publish this 
Notice at least FIVE (5) days before the above 
date of hearing once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in REGION III.

Parties opposed to the granting of the 
Application must fi le their written oppositions 
supported by documentary evidence on or 
before the above date, copy of the same be 
furnished to the applicant, and may if they so 
desire appear on the said date and time.

This application will be acted upon by this 
Board on the basis of the records of this case 
submitted by the parties, unless the Board deems 
it necessary to receive additional documentary 
evidence for the judicious resolution of the same.

WITNESS the Honorable AHMED G. 
CUIZON, Regional Director this 9th day of 
November 2020 in the City of San Fernando, 
Pampanga.

                   Atty. THERESA B. MAGTOTO
Chief Transportation Development Offi  cer               

                               Hearing Offi  cer

PUNTO! Central Luzon: November 23, 2020

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
Department of Transportation and 

Communications
LAND TRANSPORTATION FRANCHISING 

AND REGULATORY BOARD
Regional Offi  ce No. III

City of San Fernando, Pampanga

Application for Extension of Validity of a
Certifi cate of Public Convenience to operate 
a PUJ service.

R-EV-PJ-2020-a-97-02662
RUDY A. MENDIOLA
                    /Applicant 

x---------------------------------------------------------x
SECOND NOTICE OF HEARING

Applicant is a grantee of a Certifi cate of 
Public Convenience to operate a PUJ Service 
for the transportation of passengers and freight 
on the route ANGELES CITY – CITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO (Pampanga) via McARTHUR 
HIGHWAY and vice versa with the use of one (1) 
unit/s, which certifi cate is valid up to January 7, 
2020. In the application fi led on January 6, 2020. 
Applicant request to Extension of Validity of said 
Certifi cate with the use of the same number of 
unit authorized.

NOTICE is hereby given that this Application 
will be heard by this Board on at November 
30, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. at its Offi  ce at the above 
address.

Applicant is hereby ordered to publish this 
Notice at least FIVE (5) days before the above 
date of hearing once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in REGION III.

Parties opposed to the granting of the 
Application must fi le their written oppositions 
supported by documentary evidence on or 
before the above date, copy of the same be 
furnished to the applicant, and may if they so 
desire appear on the said date and time.

This application will be acted upon by this 
Board on the basis of the records of this case 
submitted by the parties, unless the Board deems 
it necessary to receive additional documentary 
evidence for the judicious resolution of the same.

WITNESS the Honorable AHMED G. 
CUIZON, Regional Director this 16th day of 
November 2020 in the City of San Fernando, 
Pampanga.

JE-JESUS D. SISON
                       Hearing Offi  cer

PUNTO! Central Luzon: November 23, 2020

P.A.R CITIZEN’S PAWNSHOP SUBASTAHAN

HEAD OFFICE

Mangga Cacutud, Arayat, Pampanga

WHEN    :   DECEMBER 04, 2020
WHERE  :   P.A.R CITIZEN’S PAWNSHOP
    Mangga Cacutud , Arayat, Pampanga

TIME     :    9:00 A.M.  TO   12:00 P.M.

COVERAGE: PT NOS.
0741, 0022, 0020, 0021, 0672, 0731, 0881, 0594, 0593,
0596, 0379, 0213, 0299, 0219, 0234, 0978, 0824, 0868,
0875, 0919, 0921, 0923, 0932, 0988, 1101, 1146

 PUBLIC NOTICE OF

BUSINESS CLOSURE

Notice is hereby given 
that FINEHELT PHARMA 

DISTRIBUTOR with address 
at #808 Apo Road, Sto. 

Domingo, Angeles City has 

stopped/ceased operation 

since January 01, 2017.

ERRATUM
In the Notice of Extrajudicial Settlement in our September 28, October 5 & 

12, 2020 issues, the name of the deceased and their date of death should be 
GAUDENCIA D. DAYRIT and HERMENEGILDA D. CARREON who died 
intestate on January 17, 2016 and February 15, 2013, respectively, and not as 
earlier published.

Punto! Central Luzon: November 23, 2020

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 58

IN RE: PETITION FOR THE         R-ANG-20-01531-SP
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE OF
QUINTINA SALAZAR MENDE,

DEMOSTENES SALAZAR MENDE, 
                                                Petitioner,

x----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------x
ORDER

Raffl  ed to this court on June 9, 2020 is this verifi ed Petotion for Estate 
Settlement of Quintina Salazar Mende fi led by Demostenes Salazar Mende 
praying that the estate of the deseased Quintina Salazar Mende be settled and 
all the properties in her estate be equally distributed among her heirs.

Petition alleges, among others, that he is the is legitimate child of Nestor 
M. Mende, Jr., and deseased Quintina Salazar Mende. Quintina Salazar Mende 
died intestate on 30 March 2017 in Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 
Manhattan, New York, United States of America. At the time of her death, she 
was a resident of Forest Hills, Queens, New York City, New York, U.S.A. She had 
six (6) legitimate children with Nestor Mende, Jr., namely:

(1) The Petitioner Demostenes Mende with residence and address 
at No. 5995 Saguing St., Dau Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat City, 
Pampanga;

(2) Kimberly Mende-Itskov with residence and address at Apartment 
No. 103,110-5572 Rod, Forest Hills, Queens, New York City, 
New York, U.S.A;

(3) Jannie Mende with residence and address at. No. 5995 Saguing 
St., Dau Homesite, Dau Mabalacat City, Pampanga;

(4) Juliet Mende Manalo (deseased and represented by his husband 
Alex Manalo) with residence and address at No. 5446 Sineguelas 
St., Dau Homesite, Dau Mabalacat, Pampanga under TCT No. 
561225-R;

(5) Edwin Mende, deceased and who resided at No. 5995 Saguing 
St. Dau Homesite, Dau Mabalacat City, Pampanga when he was 
still alive. He died without an heir; and

(6) Marisa Mende Zareno with residence and address at No. 5905 
Balubad St., Dau Homesite Subdivision, Dau, Mabalacat, 
Pampanga.

Nestor Mende, Jr., the husband of the deseased presently resides at No. 
5995 Saguing St., Dau Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat City, Pampanga. During the 
lifetime Quintina Salazar Mende, she was able to accumulate the following 
properties through her hardwork and eff ort as a “cook” in New York City, United 
States of America the purchase of which were coursed through her daughter, 
Marisa Mende Zareno, who, at the time of the purchase of the said properties, 
was dependent on the deceased for her livelihood:

1. Property located at Dau Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga, 
covered by Tax Declaration No. 97-09009-10529 and under TCT 
No. 347270-R with market value of Php 27,000.00 and with 
improvements estimated at Php 50,000.00;

2. Property located at Dau, Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga 
covered by Tax Declaration No. 09009-12275 and under TCT 
No. 443723-R, with Market value of Php 27,000.00 and with 
improvements estimated at Php 50,000.00;

3. Property located at Dau Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga 
covered by Tax Declaration No. 09009-12277 and under TCT 
No. 443724-R, with market value of Php 30,300.00;

4. Apartment Building on the same lot located at Dau Homesite, 
Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga with market value of Php 
486,340.00;

5. Property located at Dau, Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga 
covered  by Tax Declaration No. 09009-13083 and under TCT 
No. 561225-R, with market value of Php 27,000.00 and with 
improvements estimated at Php 50,000.00;

6. Property located at Dau, Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga 
covered by Tax Declaration No. 96-09009-13573 and under TCT 
No. 589754-R, with market value of Php 18,000.00 and with 
improvements estimated at Php 50,000.00;

7. Property located at Dau, Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga 
covered by Tax Declaration No. 09009-134 and under TCT 
No. 618734-R, with market value of Php 27,000.00 and with 
improvements estimated at Php 50,000.00;

8.  Property located at Dau, Homesite, Dau, Mabalacat, Pampanga 
covered by Tax Declaration No. 96-09011-06346 and under TCT 
No. 175697, with market value of Php 27,000.00;

9. Time Shares at Fontana with estimated value of Php 180,000.00; 
10. Jewelries with an estimated value of Php 200,000.00;
11. Toyota Innova Car with Plate Number RMU 983 with estimated 

value of Php 500,000.00;
12. Untitled South Daang Bakal Property with estimated value of 

Php 30,000.00;

It appearing to be suffi  cient in form and substance, the Petition is set for 
hearing on January 20, 2021 at 1:30 o’clock in the afternoon at the Session 
Hall of this Court, Chief Justice Jose Abad Santos Hall of Justice, Pulung 
Maragul, Angeles City, on which date, time and place, all persons concerned 
who may have interest in or may be aff ected by the Petition are ordered to 
appear and to show cause why the aforementioned prayer should not be 
granted. The next setting thereafter shall be on February 17, 2021 at 1:30 
o’clock in the afternoon.

The petitioner is ordered to cause the publication of this Order once a week 
for three (3) consecutives weeks in a newspaper of general circuilation in the 
Province of Pampanga and Mabalacat City in accordance with P.D 1702 before 
the date of hearing, at the expense of the petitioner.

Let copies of this Order be furnished to the petitioner and his counsel and 
the offi  ce of Clerk of Court, Regional Trial Court , Angeles City.

Finally, the Court notes petitioner’s (1) Compliance/Manifestation dated 
24 September 2020 stating, under oath, that insofar as he and his counsel are 
concerned, they are not related to the Branch Clerk of Court, Atty. Jena Mae 
Miranda Yumul-Pineda, either by affi  nity or consanguinity; and (2) Compliance 
and Manifestation to the Order of the Honorable Court dated 30 June 2020 with 
attached Judicial Affi  davits of Petitioner’s witnesses.

SO ORDERED.
Angeles City, 3 November 2020.

RAMON CORAZON P. BLANCO
           Assisting Judge

cc:
Demostenes Salazar Mende
Atty. Almario H. Roxas, Jr.
OCC-RTC
Publication
OCP
Kimberly Mended-Itskov
Jannie Mende
Alex Manalo
Marisa Mende Zareno

Punto! Central Luzon: November 23, 30 & December 7, 2020 
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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO – A total of 156,424 rat 
tails exchanged for P782,120 in cash as of 10 a.m., 
Nov. 24.

That, according to the tally board dubbed “Mr. Rat 
Road to P1 Million” of the San Luis, Pampanga Face-
book page marked the latest achievement in the local 
government’s cash-for-rat program.

Last Oct. 20, Mayor Jay Sagum launched the pro-
gram to fast track the eradication of farm rats, with 
the stimulus of a P1-million bounty for the rodents, 
preferably dead. With the exchange rate of P5 to a 
tail.  

A desk dedicated for the purpose was set up by 
the municipal agriculture offi  ce at the town hall’s 
ground fl oor, open from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Monday to 

LGU payout for rat tails nears P800-K
Friday, to pay out for the dead rats.  

Of the eastern Pampanga town’s total land area 
of 5,600 hectares, 4,870 hectares of rice and vege-
table crops cultivated by some 2,500 farmers have 
been infested with rats, Sagum said at the time the 
program was launched.

He cited studies that found a single rat is capable 
of ravaging 25 kilograms of palay in less than one 
hour.

“At P5 per tail, the P1 million bounty is equivalent 
to 200,000 dead rats. Multiply that to the 25 kilos of 
palay each rat destroys and then at the usual price of 
P15 per kilo and you will get P75 million cost of de-
struction,” explained Sagum of the economic dynam-
ics of rat infestation.

Of the P1 million reward money, P217,880 is still 
unspent – exactly equivalent to 43,376 more rats.

Local residents are now asking if the LGU will 
continue paying for rat tails once the bounty is ex-
pended.

BRING THE heritage, 
artistry, and taste of the 
diff erent regions of the 
Philippines to family and 
friends with gifts from the 
heart from Kultura.  

 At a time when 
most of us are relative-
ly homebound, these 
curated and artisanal 
gifts take you on a vir-
tual road trip to your fa-

NOW SHIPPING WORLDWIDE

Gifting local this Christmas with Kultura
vorite cities in the Philip-
pines which you hope to 
visit during better times. 
Send these to your loved 
ones abroad who long to 
be home for Christmas, 
to friends who wish to 
add a homespun touch 
to their home offi  ce, or to 
foreign business associ-
ates who want to know 
more about our country.

There are woven 
wonders and handcraft-
ed woodworks from 
beautiful Baguio . . . ex-
quisite South Sea pearls, 
handwoven pina silk 
bags and scarves, and 
decorative etched wood 
carvings that highlight 
pristine beauty of Pala-
wan. . . gifts from the sea 
from Cebu, the Queen 

City of the South. . . and 
T’boli brass accessories, 
Ikat designed pieces, 
and world-class choco-
lates from Davao. 

Now shipping world-
wide - check out www.
kulturafi lipino.com for all 
things uniquely Filipino 
holiday gifts and have 
it delivered here and 
abroad conveniently.    
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